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“Fresh Tracks - down old
road”
INTACH has always proclaimed that
heritage is a shared national asset.
It is also a local asset of every State,
and a personal asset of each person.
The challenge for INTACH is how
to strengthen a sense of belonging
that connects us all in the common
pursuit of heritage conservation.
How to instill a love for all things
old and precious like one’s own
jewelry? How to strengthen the
links between rapidly urbanizing
cities and the countryside where
much of our ancient heritage lies
neglected or buried unknown? How
to generate new ideas on land use
and architectural concepts? How to
protect and preserve the legacy of
our ancient civilizations? Let us not
forget what we create or preserve
today will also be heritage down the
centuries. Surely we do not want to
leave behind a legacy of disorder,
pollution, barren terrains, empty
wells, etc. We must also be aware
that environment has a way of
impacting national character and
we cannot jeopardize the future of
our succeeding generations.
It is the sense of belonging that alone
can ensure the capacity for caring.
With global warning bells ringing
louder by the year, we need to get a
head start on reducing energy and
water consumption, and develop
new sources of consumption that
are urgently required. Protecting
and preserving ecosystems and
Continued on page 2

National Conference on
World Heritage Site Pattadakal &
Early Chalukya Art and Culture

INTACH Staff on a Heritage Walk

INTACH Dharwad Chapter Inauguration: Seminar on importance of early Chalukya Art and Culture.
(L-R) Brig. Shri SG Bhagwat, Shri NP Bhat, Shri P. C. Nayak, Shri Chandrakant Bellad, Shri Jagdish Shettar,
Maj Gen. LK Gupta, Shri Ashwatha Narayan

T

he two-day national conference on
the contributions of the Badami
Chalukyas in particular was organized
by the Dharwad Chapter jointly with
Kannada & Culture Department,
Mysore Directorate of Archaeology
& Museums on 15th-16th May at the
Suvarna
Samskrutika
Samuchhaya,
Dharwad. The proceedings commenced
with an informal inauguration by
INTACH Chairman LK Gupta welcoming
a number of eminent scholars on the
subject and a contingent of Master of
Tourism Administration students of the
Karnataka Arts College filling the hall.

They were also greeted by Dharwad
Convenor NP Bhat in his inimitable style
that charmed the audience. He said he
had received a call that morning from a
most unexpected source - the Chalukya
kings – who had ordered him to extend
a gracious welcome to all the dignitaries
and young people at the gathering,
which he then proceeded to do amidst
the laughter, with some generous words
addressed to each of the special invitees.
Maj. General LK Gupta (Retd.) reminded
the audience that the Chalukyan rulers
were great patrons of art, who assembled
master craftsmen from all over India that
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Continued from page 1

biodiversity are essential to human existence.
We need greater public private partnership with
government
agencies
and
non-government
organizations. Community involvement is needed
at every stage of decision taking when it comes to
land and environment matters, as evinced by recent
disturbances and civil society actions. Without that
even government and corporate plans fail miserably.
INTACH is a small cog in the national wheel, but it
is a pan Indian organization with over 170 Chapters
outreaching across the country. With an effective
voice and committed Convenors, it can be one of
the strongest guardians of national assets be they
architectural, natural, sculptural, or intangible.
The British National Trust published the strategy for
the next decade under the title “Fresh Track - down
old roads”, where the emphasis is on “going local”. It
said “We must celebrate a distinctive spirit of place.
Each too must nurture a web of human links – with
those who loved it in the past and will do so in the
future, with neighbours and local communities,
and with visitors for whom this special spot on
earth can become like home, a vital part of their
lives”. The Trust launched a national photography
competition in association with the Sunday Times,
encouraging people to capture the magical link they
feel for special places visited by them. Among the
award winning images were walkers on winding
stretches of nature, schoolchildren jumping into the
sea, and many, many pictures of shared pride and
ownership. The Trust is developing opportunities for
broadening the appeal of heritage, creating popular
events, or highlighting capacity of people to explore
countryside on foot, bicycle, canoe or horseback.
The Trust is enhancing visitors’ heritage experience
through narration of moving stories of joy and
sadness by presenting properties and even rooms as
if they have just been left by their historic owners.
Some of the old historic houses in England have
changed the perception of a typical historic house
visit by enabling visitors to hear sounds and music
from the past in selected rooms and to indulge the
urge to touch, play or read. In a nutshell, a place
is not a product but an experience to behold, and
to preserve as a precious legacy bestowed by our
ancestors.
Can INTACH measure up to these standards? The
British Trust works hard to raise money, and
maintains its independence from Government. Our
mission like theirs must be “for ever, for everyone”
and we have many miles to go - but not to sleep.
– Editor (Ack: UK National Trust)
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Dharwad Chapter Members

has forever bestowed on us a brilliant art and architectural legacy.
Others gracing the event to be specially mentioned were former
Karnataka State Convenor PC Naik, current State Convenor
Ashwath Narayan, and the active Dharwad Co-Convenor Brigadier
SG Bhagwat. Member Colonel Mohan Math was in over all
charge of organizational details, and was ‘promoted ‘General’ of
the conference operations by Convenor NP Bhat, who modestly
described himself and the 40 INTACH Members he has enrolled
to date as the “foot soldiers” marching to the beat of heritage
conservation.
Later in the day, the State Rural Development & Panchayat Raj
Minister Jagdish Shettar arrived from Bengaluru to formally
inaugurate the conference with the lighting of the lamp. Lauding
the Chalukya art and architecture
and culture, he stated that the
Chalukya kings made enormous
efforts to protect their kingdom
and the Kannada language a legacy which is the pride of

Rekha Nagara Sihkara

Cave I: Vitana: Nagaraja

Tourism Projects on Anvil
The Karnataka State Department of Tourism has acquired 25 acres of
land in Pattadakal to provide world class accomodation and facilities
at this World Heritage Site, including a helipad . Five acres of land
have also been acquired each in Badami and Aihole. The master plan
includes five star hotels, budget accommodation, youth hostel,
parking, gym, etc. In addition a mega heritage circuit is planned to
cover all major tourist attractions across the Shimoga-TeerthahalliAgumbe-Jog trail on which work is expected to commence in mid
2011. Karnataka State Tourism recently identified Mysore, Coorg,
Hampi, Pattadakal, Bandami and Aihole for development as some of
the premier tourism destinations by 2016-2017.

Bhoovarah

Cave I: Mukhamandapa

Karnataka.
Shri Shettar recalled
his visits to various state-of-the-art
museums in Washington, and came
to realise there was a great need
for such a museum in Karnataka to
highlight richness of our Chalukyan
heritage. He announced every
possible support would be extended
to the Dharwad INTACH Chapter
which is interested in setting
up such a museum. An ancient
building behind the Hubli-Dharwad
Municipal Corporation (HDMC)
office has already been identified
and approved as the museum site.
MLA Chandrakant Bellad, presiding
over the function, agreed that
the Government has the major
responsibility to develop such
heritage sites of the State, and
that would attract more people
and economically benefit the
local communities. Especially the
“golden ring” of Badami, Aihole

Cave I: Ardhanarisvara

Dwarfs, Cave II

and Pattadakall needs a high profile
promotion by all concerned.
A Ganesh Sthuthi was an auspicious
start to a series of erudite lectures
by the learned scholars, each
painstakingly explaining the history
of Chalukya kings and interpreting
the treasury of Chalukyan temple
art and culture with graphic
presentations. As the eloquent
compere Shashikala Joshi elaborated,
the conference was a follow-up on
an earlier one held at Mysore some
years ago. It was clear from the
various presentations that a great
deal of further research has since
taken place.
Dr. A Sundara, an eminent
archaeologist gave the keynote
address with pictorial presentation of
rock art etchings of the Badami and

Aihole area dating back to 10,000
BC. He traced the evolution of a
civilization, peppered with legends
and fables rooted in historical
writings. A 4th century iron pillar
stands un-rusted as it was covered
Natural Heritage Plans
The District Administration plans to
develop and preserve as many as 113
natural water bodies identified in the
Dharwad District. It has embarked
on a scheme to plant fruits and
flower bearing trees around the
Unkal and Kelageri lakes to attract
different species of birds and alter
the adverse impact on avian life. But
what about the Forest Department
action in Karnataka to protect forests
that continue to be looted to date by
sandalwood smugglers?

A Prefatory Note
It was in the seventies that Convenor NP Bhatt chanced upon a book entitled
Soopashastra written in 16th century AD by Mangarasa III who ruled over a tiny Kallali
state (presently Hunsur Taluk). Surprisingly he found it in a library at Indore during
his posting in Madhya Pradesh. Even more surprising, he discovered the entire treatise
on medieval Karnataka cuisine was written in the form of poetry using old Kannada
language. As President of the local Karnataka Sangha a food fair was organized
introducing rare dishes of Karnataka to the local people. Shri Bhatt could not have
foreseen that in 2011 as INTACH Convenor he would play a major role in bringing
out an English version of that book. He cites Aldous Huxley who believed “every
book has its own destiny”. While Bhatt himself says “How would Mangarasa III, king of
yesteryear, have imagined that the aroma of his mouth watering dishes would spread far
and wide as he laboured to write his treatise? He continued to live in my sub-conscious
for over four decades without my knowing that he was there”. It was 2009 before
Bhatt took up the matter with Smt. Kamalini Sengupta of the Intangible Heritage
Division at Head Office during the All India Chapters Convention. She who had set
up the Division from scratch quickly realized the importance of a medieval text. Her
successor Director Nerupama Modwell is now taking pains to edit and supervise its
publication. As mentioned earlier, more on the laborious efforts of translation and
illustration by Dharwad luminaries when Virasat covers the published work.
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with a thin film indicative of the high
level of science and technology of
that era.
Dr. S. Rajasekhara, Coordinator of
the Master of Tourism Administration
course in Karnataka College,
spoke on Early Chalukya Art and
Architecture from about 535 -757
AD, on which he has produced a
very concise informative booklet.
The Chalukya rulers’ excavation of
cave temples at Badami and Aihole
and numerous legible inscriptions of
historical importance have yielded a
fund of information on the long line
of kings and their conquests. The
four famous caves of Badami are
carved with narrative sculptures and
iconography that delight the senses.
Dr. Shilakanta Pattar, an English
Professor, “in love with Badami”
he said, focused on Early Chalukya
Sculpture and the “period of cultural
harvest” in 6th-8th centuries when
stones scooped out of the hill
sides became a major medium for
artistic expression in Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh with Badami
as the nucleus. He said Indian art
is in essence spiritual, with the
majority of the Gods and Godesses
depicted in human forms based
on themes from the Jatakas,
Ramayana and Mahabharata. The
subjects of worldly life, fables from
the Panchatantra, flora and fauna,
etc. also found a place in the fine
sculptures of that age. Chiseled
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temple roofs predate Michael
Angelo’s work on the Sistern Chapel
by a 1000 years. The audience
were treated to a series of exquisite
temple architectural projections
like the Bahubali, Vishnu, Kartikeya,
Mithuna, Varsha, Ardhanarishwari,
Dwarapala, Parshnath, Nataraj,
etc. that grace the caves of Badami,
Aihole and Pattadakall. They were
introduced to some little known
temple sites like the Huchhimalli
Gudi and Lad Khan Temple at Aihole
which are remarkable for their
amazing organization of spaces for
ritual, religious and public use.
Dr. Karuna Vijayendra’s talk on Fine
Arts under Early Chalukyas with Special
Reference to Dance combined an
erudite presentation with the visual
delight of posture demonstrations.
She showed different Karnas i.e.
positions of the body, different
Mandalas representing acrobatic
and martial postures demonstrating
the ceaseless grace of the body that
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Urdhva Retheshwar

has been captured in the various
sculptures of Chalukyan Temples A
foreign visitor once remarked “the
Badami rocks sing in Spanish too”!
We might add that they dance too
with such divine grace that they
captivate the mind and heart.
Dr. Srinivas Padigar spoke on the
Early Chalukya Cave Architecture
which
were
largely
stone
architecture. He pointed out some
of the iconographic peculiarities to
be seen in the variety of pillars and
garbhagrihas, and a perceptible
influence of architecture from other
parts of the country.
Dr. Meena Mohite, Associate
Professor at B.K. College Belguam,
went into details of Mahakuta, a
lesser known early Chalukya art
centre. It is a cluster of 24 temples
with various inscriptions over 6th-9th
centuries AD mostly known to locals.
The 80-90 sculptures to be seen here
– Lajja Gauri, Kali, Kaala, Harihara,
Ardhanaareeshwara, etc. she feels
represent the period of maturity
in architecture and sculpture of
Chalukya era, their architectural
integrity
now
despoiled
by
thoughtless encroachment despite
efforts made to draw the attention
of the Archaeological Survey of
India authorities. Dr. Mohite made
a strong case for their conservation
through Public-Private-Partnership,
and for infrastructural development

Shiva Parvati Prabhavali

Kartikeya, Aihole

on par with the proposed BadamiAihole-Pattadakal circuit.

“Incredible India” is substantiated
and we can then confidently say
Athithi Dev Bhav.

Ms. Vandana Palankar described
Badami-Aihole-Pattadakal as the
“Golden Ring” of Karnataka. She
said Aihole in particular is the cradle
of rock architecture; and lamented
that even in front of Pattadakal
there were dismal looking cafeterias
marring this specimen of glorious
history. There was an urgent
need for a marketing mix to boost
development with due regard to
architectural integrity that benefits
the State economy and the local
communities.
Another interesting lecture was
on Urban Planning of Chalukya
Towns by Shri V.M.Hegde, CEO,
STEM, Bengaluru which is currently
ascertaining
the
infrastructure
gaps at Badami-Aihole-Pattadakal.
Interestingly, France and Italy
comprise 54% of visitors to these
sites currently, and 10% from USA
and Germany. Even among domestic
tourists 85% come from Karnataka
and 8% from Maharashtra. The
statistics clearly indicates that there
is poor promotion of this golden
heritage, and no effort made to
attract tourists even from the domestic
market or at the international tourism
trade fairs. The Seven Mantras
formulated in the National
Tourism Policy merit reiteration
: Swagat (Welcome), Soochana
(Information),
Suvidha
(Facilities), Suraksha (Security),
Sahyog (Cooperation), Sanrachana
(Infrastructure),
Safai (Cleanliness) – before

Dr.R.M. Shadakshariah speaking on
the Political Trends during Chalukya
Times highlighted the philosophy of
their administrative system. Scholars
have researched history through
inscriptions and traced influences of
different parts of the country as the
Chalukyas defeated some of the most
powerful dynasties of their times.
There was a perceptible impact on all
facets of life and living, and regression
when the Chalukyan empire fell into
decline.
Dr. A.V.Naganoor, ASI Dharwad
Circle, outlined the current efforts
of his organization that is looking
after 74 monuments in Aihole, 22
at Badami and 10 at Pattadakal.
There are 300 monuments under
jurisdiction of the ASI Dharwad
Circle. He holds the view that
minimum intervention is always the
best, and should be such that action
is both reversible and non-prejudicial
to possible future conservation work
if required. He mentioned there is
epigraphical evidence to show that
Chalukya kings allotted grants for
conservation purposes as far back as
the 6th-7th centuries.

Basement Panel Decoration

Vriksha And Stree (Chuta And Kurubaka)

The Conference ended on a delectable
note with Dr. S.K. Joshi speaking at
length about the Food and Clothing
under Early Chalukya. Like all Indian
cuisine there was great emphasis on
categorizing Ahaar as Satvik, Rajyasik
and Tamsik during the Chalukyan
times. An interesting bit of information
he offered was the offering to the
Gods at the Banashankari Temple of
one Amla (gooseberry) equivalent
to 60 gunas, ginger equivalent to 30
gunas, and 18 vegetables to make up
an auspicious total of 108 gunas. One
discovered the worth of a humble
little gooseberry!
Shri Madhukar Konantambigi of
Dharwad has translated into English
a 16th century treatise in poetry on
cookery written by Mangarasa III, king
of a tiny state called Kallalli located in
the present Hunsoor taluk
of Karnataka. The treatise
Soopashastra in its English
version will be published
shortly by INTACH Head
Office, and will be featured
in a subsequent issue of
Virasat.
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NEWS FROM CENTRAL OFFICE
Pupul Jayakar Memorial Lecture - World
Heritage Day, 18th April
Chairman LK Gupta extended a warm welcome to a
packed hall of invitees on the occasion of the 3rd. Pupul
Jyakar Memorial held on 18th April at the French Cultural
Centre. New Delhi. He recalled the privilege of meeting
her very briefly when he first joined INTACH as a ‘young’
volunteer after retiring from the Army. Looking back, he
greatly appreciates that “she left a robust organisation
for us to take forward”. A warm welcome was also
extended to Secretary Culture Jawahar Sircar as a Special
Guest on the occasion. In his address Shri Sircar stated
that while the green movement had occupied a central
position during the last two decades, it is not yet a
people’s movement. The non-government sector should
take this forward by riveting into the various planned

schemes of the Government. The Ministry of Culture ,
he said, hopes to seal its partnership with INTACH with
greater participation in projects and programmes –
empowering words that evoked much applause from
INTACH Members.
The Guest Speaker noted economist Professor Deepak
Nayyar, Jawaharlal Nehru University, an author of many
books, was earlier Member of the World Commission on
the Social Dimension of Globalization and of the National
Knowledge Commission of India. He struck a refreshingly
new note in his talk Rethinking Heritage and Restoration:
Discovering a Small Inheritance, as exemplified by the
rejuvenation of the grand old Delhi University during his
stint as its Vice Chancellor. He described the former Vice
Regal Lodge till the Viceroy shifted to what is today the
imposing Rashtrapati Bhavan, as embedded in layers of
colonial history. His slide presentation showed in graphic
details how this once proud premises had suffered neglect
6

over the years and had become a series of dark cubicled
office spaces of the Delhi University by the time he took
over its administration. Its restoration was a marathon
effort - in the face of many nay sayers - but it happened
because of a determination that such a precious historic
heritage must not be allowed to decay.
This approach to conservation has particular relevance
for Delhi in general, as the city boasts of 1200 heritage
buildings with only 173 under ASI protection and about
50 more under the State Government. Delhi’s other
historical heritage which Nayyar calls “small inheritance”
therefore needs many more die hard conservationists
among Delhites. And many more regulations and
agencies to adequately protect them - before dreaming
up proposals for a UNESCO world heritage tag. Above
all it requires every citizen, young and old, to take

pride in preserving the capital’s millennia-old “small
inheritance”.
It was an appropriate reminder on the occasion. One of
the primary objectives of Pupul Jayakar and the other
Founding Members in setting up the Trust was to protect
the unprotected heritage of India, and we cannot lose
sight of this quintessential mission set for INTACH. There
are many miles to go!

Chairman Visits Chapters
Visit to Bengaluru
Chairman LK Gupta attended a seminar Art and
Architectural Restoration – A Dialogue in Renewal and
Reuse held on 16th April organized by the Bengaluru
Chapter jointly with the National Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA), Bengaluru. The Additional Chief Secretary K.
Jairaj was the Chief Guest on the occasion. Convenor Prof.
Sathya Prakash Varanashi said this special day offers an

Other Delhi Celebrations
The International Day for Monuments and Sites, informally
known as the World Heritage Day, was created by ICOMOS
(International Council on Monuments and Sites) on April
1982, and later approved by UNESCO in 1983. This universal
day is about community participation, and awareness that
our cultural and natural assets are valuable – and the welfare
of mankind is tied up with their preservation.
The National Museum celebrated World Heritage Day with a
lecture by Union Minister of State for Consumer Affairs Prof.
KV Thomas. The ASI, based on the theme Cultural Heritage
of Water, organized a photo exhibition on water bodies of
Delhi as well as a quiz competition on heritage at the Red
Fort. The Aga Khan Trust for Culture marked the day with
an exhibition on poets of Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti, and a
film show on its most prominent cultural icon Mirza Ghalib.
The India International Centre marked the day with ghazal
recitals by the renowned Begum Muneer Khatoon.

opportunity to raise public awareness about the diversity
of cultural heritage, and the efforts required to restore,
conserve and protect it. The other Speakers presented
some inspiring examples of restoration work with which
they were associated.
Principal Director ICCI Nilabh Sinha touched on the
vast expanse of conservation work undertaken by the
different INTACH Centres ranging from wall paintings,
thangkhas, pichwais to miniatures, acrylics, etc. He
said lack of trained specialists, money and equipment
continues to plague projects. His particular interest is
in developing simpler alternatives and cost effective
methods for evaluation and conservation adaptable to
Indian conditions and budgets. “For instance, a heating
iron that costs about Rs.90,000 abroad had to be devised as
an alternative for Rs.12,000”. Director of the local INTACH
Chitrakala Parishath Art Conservation Centre Madhu Rani
KP, a specialist in art works on paper, described the wide
variety of art objects in various mediums restored at the
ICKPAC, Bengaluru.
Principal architect of Venkataramanan Associates, Naresh
Narasimhan spoke about how global trends in project
planning an urban design had helped him in undertaking
diverse architectural projects like campuses for Infosys
at Bangalore, Pune and Bhubaneswar; Biocon Park, GE
Technology Centre, The Valley School, Manikyavelu
Mansion which is now the NGMA , Bengaluru. He felt
the city lacks an understanding of buildings and some of
its heritage points are undoubtedly lost. “As many as 32
heritage buildings are lined up on the 3.5 km stretch from
Summer Palace to Palace Grounds including the Carlton
House, Raj Bhavan, Golf Club, Law College, Bangalore
University, etc. that can be proposed for making it a heritage
zone.”

Gen. LK Gupta felt conservation efforts for the city
should be pursued vigorously, with INTACH filing a
PIL if necessary. At the dinner which followed NDDB
Chairman Dr. Amrita Patel, long associated with WWF-I
and environmental issues, was also present.
Visit to Jammu
On 23rd. April, Chairman LK Gupta was invited by the
Jammu Chapter to attend the seminar on Heritage &
Tourism, inaugurated by the Minister for Tourism and
Culture Nawang Rigzin. Convenor SM Sahni welcomed
the Chief Guest, Nawing Rigzin. Lauding the workshop
on heritage buildings organized by the Chapter earlier
this year in January, the Minister supported the idea of
holding at least three such workshops in other regions
of Jammu & Kashmir. He released a brochure Glimpses
of Built Heritage, Jammu. Director Tourism RS Mehta
also addressed the gathering; while the Director for
Museology Studies at the Jammu University, Prof.
Poonam Chaudhary gave an interesting presentation on
Mughal Routes.
Maj. Gen. LK Gupta pointed out that the allocated
budget of Rs.50 crores remains unused, and needs to be
activated as “heritage is raw material for tourism” which
is of primary importance to Kashmir. Today with rapid
cultural change the world over, tourists are looking for
experience rather than products. He added it is for the
people of Jammu to get involved as no outsiders can
contribute to this experience better than themselves.
INTACH on its part will do its best to utilize the Rs.1 crore
grant received from Ford Foundation to maintain six
heritage sites in Ladakh over the next three years.
The Seminar was coordinated by Shri Kuldeep Wahi, with
Co-Convenor Prof. Anita Billawaria. Professor Deepak
Raj, Director of the School of Hospitality & Tourism
Management, Jammu University gave the vote of thanks.
Visit to Uttaranchal
Chairman visited Rishikesh, Gauchar, Kedarnath,
Ukhimath, Joshimath, Badrinath during 13th-19th June in
connection with the proposed Ganga Project, and followup on a meeting held at Head Office prior to the visit.
Visit to Goa
Chairman visited Goa on 22nd June for a meeting with
Chief Secretary, Goa in connection with the on-going
work at Reis Magos Fort, accompanied by Prof. RC
Agrawal.

Letter to MoE&F
Chairman LK Gupta wrote to the Minister for Environment
and Forests Jairam Ramesh, indicating INTACH’s
willingness to partner the Ministry in their efforts to
conserve wetlands. This was in response to the Minister’s
7
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statement on World Wetland Day-2011 inviting NGOs
to participate in the Government endeavour to restore
wetlands. INTACH Natural Heritage Division already has
considerable experience working on various projects on
restoration of water bodies.

Chairperson. INTACH Convenors Dr. Shikha Jain and Shri
Salim Baig are among the trustees. IHCN has been directly
involved with some of INTACH Chapters like Varanasi,
Bhopal, Srinagar and Madurai. It works with the Ministry of
Urban Development,State Governments and local bodies.

INTACH through its 170 Chapter is indeed in a unique
position to participate in this environment-friendly and
ecologically-compatible endeavour of the Government
across the country. As a first step, INTACH offered to take
up the task of identification and listing of Endangered
Wetland (large and medium) for notification under The
Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010.

Shri Banerjee “got a sense of the space the IHCN is
seeking to occupy”, and of emerging new trends in
heritage management. He perceptively commented
that even if there was an overlap between activities of
IHCN and INTACH, it should be seen not as competition
but force multiplication. The meeting was attended by
members of Mysore, Varanasi, Indore Chapters as well as
York Scholar Ravi Gundu Rao who is settled in Mysore,
Warangal Superintendent Archaeologist Dr. Halekeatti
among others.

MOU with SPA
On 23rd June, MOU was signed with the School of Planning
and Architecture, Delhi. INTACH was represented by
Chairman, Member Secretary and AHD Principal Director
RC Agrawal.

MOU with German Museums
Another important MOU to be signed is between Staatliche
Kunstsamlungen Dresden (SKD), the Staatliche Museen zu
Berlin, and INTACH to promote long term collaborative
projects in the field of cultural heritage conservation. It
envisages workshops, scientific and practical exchange
of knowledge and personnel, to promote mutually
beneficial opportunities in the conservation field.

Round Table on Varanasi
The Documentation Centre under Dr. Narayani Gupta
invited all Divisions to the first of a series of discussions on
INTACH work, the focus being on Varanasi on 21st April.
Prof. AGK Menon said “If you can solve Varanasi, you can
solve anything” referring to the many proposals like the
Ganga Action Plan run to the ground by bureaucratic
delay or lack of enthusiasm or limited funds. In 1990 the
Ministry of Defence even carried out an aerial survey for
the Varanasi Development Authority. INTACH submitted a
Heritage Development Plan in May 2010 to the JNNURM.
Shyam Chainai helped to draft the model heritage laws
for Varanasi. A small but significant achievement was
INTACH sponsorship of iconic umbrellas at the ghats.
INTACH hopes to turn to advantage the fact that the
current INTACH Convenor, is the Secretary for Urban
Development. Hope floats!
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At Bengaluru, a series of meetings were scheduled
including one with INTACH key activist Dr. Meera Iyer; and
with Secretary Horticulture Vandita Sharma in connection
with nominating Lal Bagh as a World Heritage Site. The
Chapter is involved in several projects where Civil Aid is
the consulting engineers to whom Shri Banerjee made
a presentation on INTACH. The two heritage buildings
assessed as weak were visited, and it was explained that
these could be strengthened and restored as per the
requirements of UNESCO before forwarding the Lal Bag
proposal.
At the meeting with Madhu Jain and other staff of ICKPAK
at Chitrakala Parishad, it was decided to set up an Advisory
Committee for ICKPAK with Shri Chiranjeev Singh, former
India’s Permanent Representative to UNESCO involved in
the Committee
Shri Banerjee met Ms. Neelam Manjunath, Heritage
Commissioner for Karnataka, a post created two years
ago to bringing archaeology, museums and crafts under
one umbrella. The Chapter will presumably follow up on
this important contact.
Shri Banerjee also met the management of EMC, one
of the world’s most important IT companies which
specializes in very large storage of digital data. It seeks
partnership with INTACH on CSR basis. Equally educative
was the visit to the Oriental Software Pvt. Ltd, Bengaluru
accompanied by Co-Conveor Swati Reddy and Member
Aravinda which is also a digital mapping company.

Advisor Visits Mysore-Bangalore-Salem

Shri Banerjee visited the Salem Chapter which he had
set up few months ago . He was encouraged to see the
Chapter actively involved at a number of sites.

Principal Advisor and Head of Chapters Ashis Banerjee
visited Mysore to attend the International Biennielle of the
Indian Heritage Cities Network (IHCN), set up by UNESCO
a few years ago, held at the Infosys Campus on 14th
May. The IHCN will now be a registered society in India
headquartered at Mysore with Ms. Rathi Vinay Jha as

The southern sojourn ended with a luncheon meeting
with former State Convenor PC Nayak, current State
Convenor Shri Ashwatha Narayan and core members of
the Bengaluru Chapter. It was in the nature of an informal
planning meeting, and raised a number of issues that
need to be addressed by the Chapter.

MOU with Aryan Books International
On 19th April, INTACH signed a MOU with the Aryan
Books International (ABI), innovative publishers of
books on Indology, Art, Heritage, etc. ABI and INTACH
see synergy in their objectives, and will collaborate in
co-publication and distribution of INTACH publications.
This joint endeavour is on a pilot basis for an initial
period of 2 years, for which detailed terms of association,
responsibilities of each party and termination notice
have been worked out. INTACH aims to also co-publish
select titles from its extensive archive of heritage
listings, starting with the readily available soft copy of
Goa listing. ABI will be given first choice to co-publish
new titles on Conservation when brought out by
INTACH under shared logos. INTACH would bear 25%
cost of production, and be entitled to 10% royalty on
copies sold. INTACH will receive a specified number of
complimentary copies; and author’s discount of 40%
on cover price for additional copies. The first title offered

to ABI under such terms is Bulu Imam’s Antiquarian
Remains of Jharkhand.
For reprints of out of stock INTACH titles ABI would bear
the total cost of production, with INTACH purchasing
a minimum of 100 copies at above mentioned trade
discount and entitled royalty, assist in getting copyright
clearance, and if required suggest the name of an expert
as volume editor.
ABI has exclusive distribution rights on INTACH’s stock
of published titles lying unsold to be offered at 50%
discount with no royalties to be paid. INTACH plans to
digitalize some of the older printed books, a select few
to be made available to its Members for download on
payment. Since the cost of digitalization will be borne
by INTACH, ABI will have no objection to such sales from
INTACH websites.
Every new book or recast title shall be initiated under a
separate agreement so that the specifics of each project
can be mutually defined.

NEWS FROM CHAPTERS
Chapters To Note:
The National Rural Employment Guarantee Agency (NREGA) jointly with the Ministry of Water Resources
launched an important scheme for restoration and revival of historic water structures. All INTACH Convenors
are advised by Head Office to contact their respective District ADC to avail of the provisions of this scheme and
explore the opportunity offered to conserve historic water bodies in their region.

Andhra Pradesh
East Godavari
The Chapter conducted an essay competition on
Natural Heritage-Conservation & Preservation with special
reference to East Godavari District for Class 8-10 of 30
schools totaling 300 participants. The best three of each
school were taken on a trip to the Koringa Mangroves
located 20 kms from Kakinada as part of World Heritage
Day events. Three winners of the essay competition
from this smaller group were awarded prizes. Convenor
L. Sesha Kumari invited the teachers who earlier attended
the workshop on heritage education to join the group
on the trip. He reminded the gathering that this year the
theme of World Heritage Day was The Cultural Heritage
of Water, while the Forest Department official went into
details of conservation methods undertaken by them.

the practice, presided by the Governor of Andhra Pradesh
E.S.L. Narasimhan who spoke at length on the importance
of heritage. The only difference this year was the venue
– it was held in the Mir Turab Ali Khan wing auditorium
of the Salar Jung Museum. The Year 2011 marks exactly
a century after the seventh Nizam was crowned ruler of
Hyderabad kingdom. Earlier Hyderabad was part of the
Golconda kingdom ruled by the Qutab Shahis. Much of
their former domain that included Ajanta, Ellora, Bidar,
Gulbarga, etc were separated in 1956 under the States

INTACH Patron cum District Magistrate M. Ravichandra
appreciated the efforts being made to create youth
awareness.
Hyderabad
The 16th INTACH Heritage Awards function was held
punctually on 18th April, World Heritage Day as has been

James Street, Secunderabad
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Secunderabad Parade Maidan and Church

World Heritage Day eve “Villagers playing TAPPETALA” in the rally of folk
arts at Sidhout of Kadapa district

Reorganisation by the Government of India. The old
rulers like the Qutab Shais and the the Asif Jahis endowed
the region with many beautiful lakes and tanks like the
Hussain Sagar and the Mir Alam Tank that are now the
iconic landmarks of a magnificent Hyderabad city.

for a rally of the Intangible Arts of the District. The
artistes in their orthodox traditional dress playing ancient
musical instruments like Kommu, Tappetalu, Shananada
were a major attraction. There was a gala performance
of folk songs and dances like Kilatam, Chekka Bhajana by
artistes living in different corners of the city. Boys and
girls were introduced to heritage games like Chendu Ata,
Chhedgudu, Thokkudu Billa. INTACH Member Pothuraju
Venkatasubbana is specially congratulated for the success
of this event and the mélange of delightful folk artistry
that brought so many together.

The recipients of the INTACH Heritage Award-2011 judged
by a panel headed by noted architect Syed Anwar Aziz,
and member Prof. G. Deivanayagam, head of Architecture
Department, Tamil University, Thanjavur are :
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Tomb of Fakhr-ul-Mulk, Erragadda
The Old Idgah, Madannapet
The Shri Ram Building, Khaiatabad
The Debeerpura Darwaza, Hyderabad
The Tomb of Mah Laqa Bai Chanda, Moula Ali
The Gardens of Rashtrapati Nilayam, Bolarum

The first lady Smt. Vimala Narasimhan released the well
documented INTACH Heritage Souvenir-2011. Convenor P.
Anuradha Reddy writes in the souvenir that what remains
of heritage are also the visual memories to be found in
Golkonda and Hyderabad miniature paintings, etchings,
photography, etc. by Indian and European travellers.
Convenor of the INTACH Heritage Awards Committee
Sajjad Shahid proposed the vote of thanks.

The WHD Meeting was presided by Convenor
S.Seetharamaiah. Co-Convenor B.Maheshwara Reddy
administered the INTACH pledge to the artistes. Present
at this public function were Ex.MLC P. Subba Reddy,
ASI Assist.Conservator A.Satyam, Mandal Development
Officer M.Suresh, Tahsildar Pullaiah, and senior INTACH
Life Members S. Elias Reddy.
Kurnool

On the eve of World Heritage Day, INTACH Members
together with local officials gathered folk artistes, people
of Sidhout village as well as from neighbouring villages,

District Collector cum INTACH Patron Ram Sankar Naik
inaugurated the World Heritage Day programme on 18th
April, with the Kurnool District Revenue Officer A.Surya
Prakash as the Chief Guest. Convenor R. Venkateswarlu
accompanied by Co-Convenor Osman Haroon, a
number of Life Members, special invitees and students
visited the ancient cave temple Sri Lakshmi Jagannatha
Gattu and the hill top at Lakshmipuram village of Kallur
Mandal, an important site dating to 15th century Sri
Krishnadevarayalu period.

Intangible Arts Rally, Ranga Mahal, Sidhout Fort

18th April, World Heritage Day, Kurnool

Kadapa
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Srikakulam
The Collector nominated Convenor Dharmarao to a
committee for selecting programmes that enhance the
cultural ambience of colleges. It will commence with
setting up of Heritage Clubs at collegiate level, with a
calendar of events on the lines of “Hands on Heritage”
designed for schools. The Vice Chancellor Prof. SV
Sudhakar has also agreed to set up a Club at the Dr.BR
Ambedkar University of Srikakulam
Warangal
Co-Convenor Deva Pratap organised a field trip in
commemoration of World Heritage Day to the chain of
hillocks Pandavula Gutt (Regonda Mandal). It is also a
famous paleolithic and mesolithic rock painting site with
scenes of gods, dancing figures, marriage procession,
flora and fauna drawn in red ochre on walls and
ceilings of rock shelters. Prehistoric man had the same
aesthetic urge akin to mankind in every period of history.
Convenor Prof. M. Pandu Ranga Rao, former UN heritage
expert BV Papa Rao (retd. IAS), officials of the State
Archaeological Department addressed the local citizens
at the site highlighting its heritage value. Officials of the
Departments of Archaeology, Tourism, Revenue and
Public Relations were on hand. A working lunch at site
added to the leisure and pleasure of the outing.

Initiation of project, Civilisation Gate, Patna by Gen. SK Sinha

hundred feet Civilisation Gate with Mauryan architecture,
conveying details of how civilization travelled from this
ancient city to different parts of the world - an idea the
Chapter plans to fructify. There are many layers of history
in the city from ancient, medieval and modern times that
can be developed as tourist attractions. He suggested
that the Patali tree after which the capital derives its name
needs to be sited in a more prominent place of the city.

Eminent personalities, historians and INTACH members at the
programme in Patna

It may be recalled that Lt.Gen.SK Sinha was once INTACH
Convenor of Patna, when he first started the periodical
Patali Vani. He expressed his good wishes to Convenor
Prem Sharan for reviving Patali Vani that instils greater
sense of heritage awareness among local communities.
Shri BV Papa Rao, IAS (Retd.) and Prof. M. Pandu Ranga Rao, Convenor
Press conference on World Heritage Day

World Heritage Day was celebrated in collaboration
with the Directorate of State Archive at their auditorium.

Bihar
Patna
The Chapter launched the project – Civilisation Gate at
the Patna Museum jointly with the Bihar Directorate of
Museums. Former Governor of Assam, Lt. Gen. SK Sinha
gave an educative lecture highlighting 3000 years of
history. He said Megathenese, the Greek Ambassador
in the court of Chandragupta Maurya in 4th century BC,
is supposed to have expressed in amazement that the
Gods must have descended from heaven to create such a
beautiful city. It is now the General’s brain child to build a

World Heritage Day Celebrations (L to R) Dr. Vijay Kumar,
Director State Archives, Mr. Prem Sharan, Convenor, INTACH,
Dr. YD Prasad, Former HOD, Architect Vikram Lall, New Delhi
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Eminent architect-planner Vikram Lall gave an informative
audio-visual presentation on the Buddhist influence on
India architecture as well as on neighbouring countries
Indonesia, China, Japan, Sri Lanka, etc. Prof. YD Prasad of
Patna University suggested a three pronged initiative for
creating awareness in respect to heritage management
with greater community and NGO participation.
Convenor Prem Sharan informs that 60 eminent dignitaries
like former Vice Chancellors of Magadh University Dr.Tara
DharanSinha, former Director of Archives Arun Kumar
Prasad, former ASI Director Dr.PC Sinha, and Director
of State Archives Dr.Vijoy Kumar attended the function
which was widely covered by the print and electronic
media.

Chhattisgarh
Raipur
The Chapter jointly with the Bilaspur and Kawardha
Chapters hosted a meeting on 17th May, attended by a
number of members and guests. State Convenor Lalit
Surjan presented a detailed report on the activities of
the last 20 years to the gathering in the presence of State
Secretary Culture & Tourism Subrat Sahu. Convenor
Bilaspur Dr. Manju Mitra informed that the listing of
old Raipur and Bilaspur districts was complete, and prelisting of a few other districts is on the anvil. Convenor
Kawardha Shashi Prabha Devi in his report indicated
plans to take up Kabirdham listing on priority.
The appointment of INTACH as an agency to develop an
action plan for inclusion of Sirpur as a World Heritage Site
is under consideration of the State Government. Former
State Election Commissioer Dr.Sushil Trivedi pointed out
that heritage sites like Madku, Tala and Malhar, Sirpur
area are threatened by reckless construction plans. A
Heritage Path has been developed in the Purani Basti
covering a dozen heritage sites, for which Shri Subrat
Sahu assured full support of the authorities.
The Chapter has taken up conservation of the Dudhadari
Math, Raipur as a passion project. A model prepared by
architect Radhika Bose under guidance of Dr. Debashish
Sanyal was appreciated by Members.

Delhi
The Lodhi Gardens spread over 100 acres in the heart
of the city celebrated its 75th year Diamond Jubilee in
April, with a heritage walk flagged off by Chief Secretary
P. Tripathi. Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit inaugurated a
Fragrant Tree Corner created by the Eco-Club of NDMC
schools with the active involvement of 200 students. In
other cities too Chapters could teach young people ‘to
walk the talk’. At present the Garden has 200 species of
12

Eco Club Members of NDMC School

trees running into thousands, and attracts several species
of birds some nesting permanently or visiting seasonally.
Things might have been quite different according to
Ethan Stein, a resident of Delhi for 58 years and the son
of Josef Allen Stein who built India International Centre.
“My father heard that an energetic municipal commissioner
wanted to turn the park into something like Disneyland, and
hurriedly got his business partner to do some landscaping
and add jogging tracks”.
In celebration of their Impact Day, a company called
Deloitte organized a cleaning drive with the support of
INTACH Delhi Chapter at Mehrauli Archaelogical Park
on 10th June. A heritage walk explaining the historical
significance of the Park was organized by Ajay Kumar for
35 volunteers ending at Quli Khan Tomb where primary
cleaning activities had been undertaken without usage
of chemicals under the guidance of an INTACH team
comprising Dharmendar Mishra, Priya Sinha, Payal Kapoor
and Kuber Patel. The groups brushed the moss from the
walls and cleaned platforms using basic materials like
gloves, nylon brushes, etc. Such activities are important
examples for people to “connect” as citizens of Delhi.
Eyeless in Delhi
Delhi Eye at Kalindi Kunj in the buffer zone of the Yamuna
bed promises a “stunning view of the capital for adrenalin
junkies” rivaling the London Eye. Except that the Yamuna
flows just 10 meters away looking dirty as ever, unlike the
River Thames. And there are umpteen illegal encraochments
on the banks and riverbed though banned by the Delhi
High Court. The Court panel states “Because of it, the
ecology will be totally affected, migratory birds will not visit
it and the atmosphere will be polluted”. . The Delhi Master
Plan 2021defines the Yamuna as an “ozone area” where
no commercial construction is permitted. The UP Irrigation
Department which owns the land is now being questioned
– after Delhi Eye has come up, but why not earlier? Was it
because exceptions were made in the case of Akshardham
and CWG Village. The law is sometimes blind in one eye.

Gujarat
Ahmedabad

the subject. He laid the foundation stone of the Freedom
Fighters’Memorial that will come up at Ambala.

Convenor Javahar V.Mehta along with other Chapter
Members accepted the invitation from Banas-Kantha
District Members to the World Heritage Day celebrations
at Palampur. It was an opportunity to spread the INTACH
network. The audience appreciated the classical Bharat
Natyam presented by Young INTACH students.

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by INTACH
State Chapter and the Rewari Municipal Corporation
for the Solah Rahi and Kanaud Gate projects at Rewari.
State Convenor Shikha Jain made a presentation on
INTACH activities to Union Minister for Culture Kumari
Selja during her visit on 25th April. She released the book
Narnaul : Iconic Heritage of Haryana on the occasion.

Mehsana

Gurgaon-Mewat

Convenor Javahar Mehta informs that a DVD on
conservation of historical buildings and monuments was
made during the My City-My History programme during
the last quarter. Reproduced below are some of the
exquisite photographs exhibited at the time.

Shri Atul Dev is appointed as Convenor of the Gurgaon
Chapter; With Ms. Sarabjit Anup Singh as the CoConvenor.

Photographer AJ Mewada

Shri Jayanta Sanyal is appointed Convenor of the new
sub-Chapter Mewat.

Union Minister for Culture Kumari Selja, 25th April

Eco-Sensitive Zone

Haryana
World Heritage Day was celebrated at Ambala by the
State Chapter jointly with the State Archaeological
Department, the National Mission on Monuments & Sites
and Antiquities (NMMA), and the local administration.
The Ambala Chapter coordinated the Heritage Walk and
painting competition for 500 school children conducted
by Brigadier Lamba on the morning of 18th April. The
displays at the Exhibition on Built Heritage of Haryana was
also a joint effort. Chief Minister released a calendar on

A zonal master plan for developing a 5 kms eco-sensitive
zone around the Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary is under
consideration, with the Deputy Commissioner in charge
of ensuring compliance with the guidelines of the Union
Ministry of Environment & Forests. It was clarified that no
change of land use from green usage such as orchards,
horticulture, agriculture, parks, etc. to non-green usage
would be admissible. The devil is in the exceptions that might
be made for infrastructural development, improvement of
roads, community buildings, etc. At least there will be no
mining or wood based industry within 1 km radius and no
construction of any kind allowed up to a distance of 300
metres. The bird sanctuary is well known also for its wide
variety of aquatic avifauna.
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A seminar on History and Heritage of Rewari was
organized by Convenor Sudhir Bhargava to mark World
Heritage Day, with District Collector Ajit Bala Joshi as
the Chief Guest. His help was sought for listing to be
undertaken by the Chapter. A veteran journalist Nawal
Kishore Rastogi spoke about the city’s history dating
back to the Mahabharat period. Educationist Dr. VP
Yadav narrated his experience of involving students of his
school in conservation activities. The local media covered
the event.
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entails urban decongestion, upgrading ecology and
coordinated land usage with adequate provisions
made for public utilities and community services. This
capital city of Himachal, once capital of Punjab and
summer capital of the British Raj, has an equally rich
history dating back to 18th century when it was a little
hamlet Simlighat where a fakir used to offer water to
adventurous travelers exploring nature’s bounty. Multi
storeyed construction like the the Jakkhu aerial ropeway
and other concrete monsters were allowed to come up
due to short sighted politicians and bureaucrats - alas.
There is still hope for Shimla – with 13 green belts now
earmarked where no new construction or depletion of
trees will be permitted, and 55 sq.kms included under
the Special Area Development Authority (SADA). The
sensitive issue of rehabilitation of squatters needs to be
addressed by the State authorities under the proposed
Shimla Development Programme.
Captain Ved P. Sud is the newly appointed Convenor of
the Shimla Chapter.

Jammu & Kashmir
Rohtak

Srinagar

Convenor Sudhir Sharma accompanied the students
visiting from Lancaster, UK and from the local Vidya Devi
Jindal on the heritage walk to the historic Feroze Shah
Palace. They evinced great interest in the old monuments
of the temple complex and the story about the Gujarai
Mahal.

Convenor Salim Beg greatly appreciated the publication
undertaken at Delhi of Shehar-i-Kashmir, in two volumes
mapping the cultural resources and architectural assets
of Srinagar City, a major heritage destination of the
Indian subcontinent. Socio-cultural events of the city,
man made and natural disasters, as well as residential
neighbourhoods associated with the different arts and
crafts of Kashmir are exhaustively covered in these
books.

Jharkhand
Gandhi Peace Prize

Students on heritage tour guided by Convenor Sudhir Sharma,
Feroz Shah Palace, Hisar

Himachal Pradesh
Shimla
The natural and man made environment, for which Shimla
was long famous as the “queen” among picturesque
hill stations of India, has been rapidly deteriorating and
decaying. Capt. Ved P. Sud draws attention to the urgent
need for an integrated Sustainable Development Plan for
Shimla so as to deliver better socio-economic and cultural
life to its people. Urban renewal in this case essentially
14

The Gandhi International Peace Prize 2011 has been awarded
to The Tribal Peoples of India, on behalf of whom Dr. Binayak
Sen and Convenor Bulu Imam will accept the award in
November at London. Bulu Imam will also participate in the
seminar proposed to be held on the occasion. The Prize is
awarded annually by the Gandhi Foundation to individuals
and groups who have consistently advocated and practiced
non-violence in brining about constructive change and
whose effects have been little recognized. INTACH takes
pride in Convenor Bulu Imam as one of the staunchest
supporters of tribal rights who has espoused their cause
tirelessly.

Hazaribagh
On 4th April the exhibition of Oraon, Ganju and Kurmi tribal
paintings, curated by Daniela Bezzi, was inaugurated at

Bulu Imam at Exhibition on Tribal Arts

the Italian Institute for Africa and the Orient, Rome. Such
exhibitions are an annual feature organized by Convenor
Bulu Imam, Sanskriti Foundation of Hazaribagh.
The artwork of the Tribal Women’s Artist Collective
(TAC), Jharkhand was inaugurated on 13th April at the
Brunei Gallery, SOAS. There was a Public Seminar on
Art, Ancestry and Tribal Identity for two days introduced
by Convenor Bulu Imam, TAC Director. He spoke about
Adivasi religious beliefs and art, their connections to the
ancestral lands and the natural world; while Philomena
Tirkey held forth on annual festivals and religious
practices where the focus is on sacred land. A lively debate
followed with the participation of Daniel Rycroft of the
University of East Anglia and Rasmi Varma of Warwick
University. Discussions centred around whether the
Adivasi culture stretched back to the dawn of time and
cannot be intellectualized, or that it was constantly in
transition being appropriated and imposed by different
groups. The panel responded that social policy and ongoing legislation to define Adivasi identity is of critical
importance to society.
The seminar on Mining, Displacement and Resistance in
India’s Tribal Lands was chaired by Dr. Jennifer Wallace
The largest number of tribal groups live in Jharkhand, and
they have traditionally depended upon environment for
their livelihood, hunting, farming and gathering in the
once abundant forests and open land, while worshipping

trees, rivers, mountains and their ancestors. Few Adivasis
as they are generically known hold paper deeds to their
land. Bulu Imam elaborated on the growing resistance
to mining that is severely impacting tribal life and
environment, the action of various sectors of civil society
and the Government’s response to the resistance. It was
generally felt that Forest Rights Act should be respected;
and that Adivasis taking control of their own industries is
the only way forward.
Need for New Approach
Bulu Imam exchanged his thoughts on natural heritage
with Advisor SK Verma after visiting Sumava National Park.
He writes : “They also face deforestation problems such
as on the Austrian side the Christian missions have a lot of
forested land which they are clear-felling. National Parks in
Europe are economically managed such as the Marsh-Danube
Marshlands National Park owned jointly by the Vienna City
Council, the Austrian Republic, the WWF, and the Hainburg
Town Council. The river Danube is part of this National Park. A
Special National Parks Association was founded to administer
and develop the park, employing local forest department staff.
The National Parks Association itself compensates owners
including the Republic of Austria, and the Vienna City for any
loss of income from forestry, hunting and fishing revenues, etc.
There is a built-in economic system to generate revenue from
tourism, and other creative ways for managing wilderness
areas. Our drab and dull bureaucratic methods must be
replaced with forward looking planning in the urgency to
conserve natural heritage”.

Karnataka
Bengaluru
Convenor Prof. Sathya Prakash Varanashi found major
partners in Namma Bengaluru Foundation (NBF) and
the NGMA Gallery for celebrating World Heritage Day
this year. Speaking on the occasion attended by INTACH
Chairman LK Gupta, Additional Chief Secretary K. Jairaj
commented there was little sense of history although
people were surrounded by a rich historical past. He
15
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species and trees support be it jumping spiders, weaver
ants, parakeets or spotted owls.
A charity show by artist M.S.Murthy, the second edition
of ART REACH, was held at the House of Varanashi on the
weekend of 11th-12th June.
Dharwad

Coming Together : A Special Time for All

said heritage conservation is neither the pursuit of the
upper class or the sole responsibility of the Government,
it needed all sections of society to work together to
preserve the national legacy.
After the Heritage Walk to Gavipura the Convenor
remarked on “people from different walks of life coming
together to feel the pulse of a 800 year old cave, 475 years
old Kempambudhi Lake, one of the original Kempegowda
Tower, and a neighbourhood where tradition is still alive
despite the emerging modernity”. The NBF spokesperson
shared the general sentiment that corrective action
needs to be taken urgently to stop further erosion of
the rich Gavipura art, architecture and culture. It was
heart warming to see 80 year old walker Shri Gopinath
concerned about its changing character.
On 16th April, Director General ICCI Nilabh Sinha and
Director ICKPAC showcased some of the exemplary art
restoration projects undertaken by INTACH. Another
of the day’s events was the Radio Indigo and Meeva
Technologies programme Heritage Quiz with a heritage
hunt. It is hoped that more of Bengaluru residents will
come forth and participate in such fun events.

A rare exhibition of amateur paintings by Suhasini
Kalghatgi, held 30thApril-1st May, was inaugurated
by the Mayor of Hubli-Dharwad Corporation at the
Government Art Gallery. This is one of a series organized
by the Chapter periodically to promote local talent in and
around Dharwad which have become very popular with
both students and connoisseurs of art.

Kerala
The Chapter forwarded the detailed Proceedings and
Recommendations of the Regional Seminar on Natural
Heritage-Centric Sustainable Eco-Development : Challenges
& Opportunities held last quarter at Kovalam.(For detail:
see NHD News). Convenors interested in obtaining a
copy may please contact Kerala State Convenor KJ Sohan
or obtain a copy from Chapters Division.
Calicut
State Convenor KJ Sohan and Convenor K.Mohan
addressed the workshop organised in April by the
National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities held
at Thiruvanadpuram. INTACH spokesmen reiterated that
documentation of heritage buildings constructed in
the State up to 1950 would be documented, as well as
antiquities including private collections.

On 29th May, Tree Parichay began with a butterfly hanging
onto the thumb of walk leader naturalist S. Karthikeyan!
The walkers meandered through the famous Lalbagh
Botanical gardens discovering the inter-dependence of
Who Is responsible?
Rajput Mahal owned by Dharmendra Singh has been allowed
to be built at Hampi, a World Heritage Site violating UNESCO
rules. Built in Rajasthani style, it is totally incongruous with
the historical site - besides being a livid eyesore! Who is
responsible for allowing this monstrosity to pierce the heart
of 15th century ruins of Vijayanagara Empire? Who gave the
requisite clearances, which are routinely denied to other
Kamalapura residents in the buffer zone? What does the
Hampi World Heritage Area Management Authority have to
say? The ASI is pursuing the matter.
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State Convenor K.J.Sohan at NMMA Workshop

Madhya Pradesh
Chanderi
Convenor Rajkumar Singh Sikarwar informs that 200
heritage buildings are being listed, but 400 remain to
be taken up. Co-Convenor Vardhman Jain has proposed
setting up of a Heritage Tourism wing to promote

Jabalpur
Condolences

Chanderi Chapter Meeting

Chanderi as a tourist destination. Members feel that
the restored Raja Rani Mahal would be an ideal place to
locate the office of Chanderi Chapter.
Datia
Chapter Members have started a unique programme
of searching the interiors of Datia for heritage and
historical sites, convening meetings with villagers who
are well acquainted with local art and culture. It may be
recalled earlier this year around 100 villagers of Kevlari
met Convenor Dr.HB Maheshwari and his team. A 8th.
Century temple with statues was discovered, with the
villagers committing themselves to their preservation.
Co-Convenor Vinod Mishra accompanied by Members
visited Gujara village where they found some 3rd.
century inscription Devanaampriyadarshiashok in Brahmi
language dating back to the time of Emperor Ashok.
Gwalior
Convenor Dr. HB Maheshwari reports that about 50
heritage trees like the Peepal, Bargad, Gular, Shami,etc.
have been identified, listed and documented. These
100 years old trees continue to be worshipped by local
communities to this day.The initiative launched to
preserve and conserve the natural heritage of Gwalior
region will also cover the Lashkar and Morar areas under
the guidance of Principal Director NHD, SK Verma; and
include sacred groves and precincts.
Co-Convenor Neelkamal Maheshwari informs that
Discover Dot Com, a tourism magazine is going to publish
a Special Issue on Gwalior Forts.

Professor Dr. Ashutosh Srivastava,
an internationally known Professor
of Chemistry and former Vice
Chancellor of Jabalpur University
passed away on 21st May. He was
also a Visiting Professor at Harvard.
He contributed greatly as CoConvenor of the Jabalpur Chapter
and will be sorely missed by his
INTACH colleagues.
We send our heartfelt condolences to the Srivastava
family to bear this irreparable loss, and our sincere
good wishes for the future.

Jhansi
Dr. Chandra Mohan Agarwal is appointed Co-Convenor
of the Jhansi Chapter.
Khajuraho
Shri Vishnu Dutt Mishra is appointed Convenor of the
Khajuraho Chapter.
Orcha
Shri Prasanna Mathur is appointed Convenor of the
Orcha Chapter; and Shri Ashok Singh Cauhan as the CoConvenor.
Shivpuri
Convenor Harsh Mittal organized a meeting presided
by Dr. HB Maheshwari and attended by Convenor
Chandrapur Ashok Singh. With the lisitng of 100 heritage
and historical sites completed, the Convenor proposes to
take up teachers’ training as the priority project; while
Co-Convenor is interested in promoting tourism. Member
Sandeep Maheshwari belonging to Narwar proposes to
develop Shivpuri as a heritage village.

Visitors with Gwalior Chapter Members
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Maharashtra

Orissa

Chandrapur

The State Advisory Committee met on 14th April at
Bhubaneswar. State Convenor AB Tripathy welcomed
the Members Anant Mohapatra, DK Mishra, Dr.CR Das,
Dr.Bimalendu Mohanty, F.Ahmed, Dr.PK Mishra and
SKB Narayan. They were briefed on the listing funded
by Head Office undertaken by all Orissa Chapters. The
funding from CESU for adoption of Taleswar Temple
near Bindusagar was cited as an example to approach
public and private sectors for adoption of monuments.
Dr. CR Das who is Chairman of the Environment Impact
Assessment Authority explained ways and means of
approaching authorities for adoption of monuments
falling in regulated zones. The State Chapter is actively
playing the role of facilitator for its Member Chapters.

Convenor Ashok Singh Thakur’s election to the INTACH
Governing Council is a matter of great satisfaction
for Chapter Members. This year Chanderpur will
be celebrating its 500th year with the assistance of
Maharashtra State Government. A series of cultural
programmes like seminar, philatelic and numismatic
exhibitions, etc. are under planning.
Shri Surendra Singh Gautam is appointed Co-Convenor
of the Chapter.
Western Ghats
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) has short listed the Western Ghats
for inclusion in its World Heritage List. It is one of five sites in
Maharastra among the 39 serial sites shortlisted by UNESCO.
The others are Kas Plateau (Sahyadri), Koyna Wildlife
Sanctuary, Chandoli National Park, and Radhanagari Wildlife
Sanctuary. A Western Ghats Natural Heritage Management
Committee had earlier been constitutes by the Ministry of
Environment; the other sanctuaries will hopefully receive
the same attention in the future.

Pune
Principal Advisor NHD SK Verma congratulates the
Chapter on the exemplary work done in the Listing of
Natural Heritage Sites and Heritage Trees project, and for
faithfully adhering to the detailed guidelines set by Head
Office. In particular listers Girija Bokil, Shruti Joshi and
Kshitij Gambhir, with reviewers Mukul Mahabaleshwarkar
and Suproya Gotukar-Mahabaleshwarkar, are specially
mentioned for this work well done. They have been
requested to add some location details, social and
religious events celebrated at sacred groves/temples
by the local people of the Sahaydri-Konkan region to
enhance the documentation. This aspect is something
other Chapters should also keep in mind while listing
natural heritage sites.

Bhadrak
Collector cum District Magistrate KC Patra inaugurated
the annual function of the Chapter on 17th April, assuring
assistance to their heritage conservation efforts. State
Convenor AB Tripathy as Chief Guest addressed the
inaugural session. Convenor Digambar Mohanty
announced the completion of listing and documentation
of heritage sites of Bhadrak.
Prof. Sanatan Mohanty conducted the second session on
Bhadrak as the birth place of Jatra in the latter half of the
day. The keynote address by Kirtan Narayan Padh, and a
number of interesting presentations by Dr.Ajay Mishra,
Dr.Sudhasu Nayak, Dr. Padmalohcan Mahakud and
Shri Ratikanta Beher were followed by a question and
answer session. A proposal to start a Jatra Academy was
mooted at the conclusion of the seminar. Co-Convenor
SM Farooque extended the vote of thanks.

Mizoram
The Chapter had earlier written to the postal authorities
regarding the proposed demolishment of the Post Office
at Tlabung. Convenor P. Rohmingthanga has now been
informed by the postal authorities in Shillong that it will
be maintained and repaired during the current financial
year. He has requested that the Chapter be associated
with the restoration so that the integrity of the heritage
structure is retained.
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Seminar at Bhadrak, birth place of Jatra

Koraput
A youth procession of about a 100 participants from
various parts of the city set out on the morning 18th
April raising slogans along the route terminating at the
Tribal Museum. Convenor KC Panigrahy presided over
the afternoon meeting attended by local dignitaries
and members of the Rajashri Vikram Walkers Club. He

NGOs Protest
Leading members of several NGOs strongly protested to the
Prime Minister seeking inquiry into the clearance given by
the Union Ministry of Environment to the POSCO project
in Orissa on grounds of development based on a 2007
National Council of Applied Economic Research study. It
was pointed out that the study had been paid for by POSCO!
Their own figures showed the project would produce at the
most 17,000 jobs, while destroying the livelihood of more
than 50,000 people. Furthermore, providing captive iron
ore mines would result in 300% profit to the company
besides handing over our natural resources at very low rates
as in the case of 2G spectrum, besides violating the Coastal
Regulation Zone and Forest Rights Act. It remains to be
seen what action is taken on the protest by NGOs.

Samibrukshya; tree turned mountain

a site associated with the epic Mahabharata where the
Pandavas kept their weapons during their Ajnatabas after
turning trees into a mountain as legend goes.
Samblapur

emphasized the importance of a Museum in the context
of safeguarding cultural legacy. Co-Convenor Dr. PC
Mohapatra addressed the meeting on the importance of
this World Heritage Day meeting. Cultural Officer Sanyasi
Pujari stressed on the need for wider consciousness in
the public for preserving age old culture of the tribal
people that was being swept away by the speed of
various development programmes.
The students winning the first three places in the
elocution competition held earlier at the Museum were
awarded prizes.
Mayurbhanj
DFO BK Panda was the Chief Speaker at the Annual
Function organized by the Chapter, with Bhubaneswar
Convenor SKB Narayan as the Chief Guest. Their
speeches highlighted various facets of the rich history
and heritage of Mayurbhanj, and the efforts being made
for preservation of the Similipal Biosphere Reserve.
A sightseeing programme to the ASI protected medieval
fort at Haripurgarh was organized for Mayurbjanj INTACH
Members. Destroyed by the Nawab of Bengal, it was once
the capital of the Bhanja dynasty. The Rasik Roy temple
still stands built in the Gaudiya style - a rarity among
Orissan temple. Members also visited Somibrukshya,

Haripurgarh, once capital of Mayurbhanj

Convenor Dr. BB Mishra was invited by the District Tourist
and Culture Department to the celebrations of World
Heritage Day hosted this year by the State, with heritage
walks, essay and elocution competitions for school and
college students at the Pantha Niwas.
Condolences
Life Member of Samblapur Chapter, Shri Sarat Narayan
Behera passed away on 7th June. As a reputed columnist
of newspapers, he will always be remembered for
exploring and promoting the cultural heritage of
Sambalapur. He was the Editor of the fortnightly Swikar
published in Oriya. He was an awardee of the Oriya
Sahitya Academy Prize for his literary contributions.
INTACH has lost an eminent member of its family. We
send our condolences to the Behera family on their
grievous loss. Our good wishes are with them

Punjab
Amritsar

New Members with Convenor, Chief Guest and Chief Speaker

Coordinator School Heritage Clubs Amrit Lal Mannan
conducted the Heritage Walk on 18th April with the
participation of different schools. It was flagged off by
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State Convenor Sukhdev Singh. The students visited the
Akhara Bala Nand where the Mahant Taran Parsad talked
to them about the heritage of Udasin Akharas. INTACH
Members Prof. Harkanwal, Gurmeet Singh Bhatti, Rakesh
Kumar and many citizens also participated in the walk.
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Shri Nek Chand and Convenor VK Kapoor

take an interest in the protection of their cultural and social
values”.

Rajasthan
Ajmer
The monthly meeting was organized at the historic but
little known Ladda Haveli situated in the Naya Bazar,
Kadakka Chowk, which is built with local stones by the
very artisans who constructed the famous Patwa Haveli in
Jaisalmer. Co-Convenor Mahender Vikram Singh informs
that the Chapter has decided to develop the place as a
major tourist attraction of the city.

Chandigarh

Shri Mahendra Vikram Singh is appointed as the Convenor
of the Ajmer Chapter. Dr. K.K. Sharma is appointed as the
Additional Co-Convenor of the Chapter.

A Heritage Walk was organized on 28th May by the
Chapter to the famous Rock Gardens created by the
renowned Nek Chand. Editor-in-Chief of the Tribune
Group Raj Chengappa as the Chief Guest honoured Nek
Chand, the creator of the unique pebbled figures at Rock
Garden that is known world wide. The five winners of
the on-the-spot sketching and painting competition on
the cultural theme of the Garden each received Rs.1000/presented by Nek Chand. He exhorted the youth to
devote some time to any creative work. Convenor VK
Kapoor addressing the young people said “Our motto is
to boost the morale of the young generation so that they

Ajmer Chapter Members at the Ladda Haveli

Bikaner

Heritage Walk commencing from Open Hand Museum
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A Music Conversation was organized jointly by the Chapter
and Shri Sangeet Bharati on 16th April to popularize
and preserve the heritage of classical music. Convenor
Updhyan Chand Kochar invited Sangeet Bharati Director
Dr. Murari Sharma, sitarist Amit Goswami, music
lecturers Dr.Rosi Srivastava and Dr. Shruti Goswami of
Maharani Sudarshana Mahavidalaya, and a number of
other luminaries from the field of music, art and literature
to the function, successfully conducted by the General
Secretary, Tourism Writer Association, Ashfaq Quadri.

At Kalyanji Mandir, Jaipur

Dr. Aruna Sharma, Stony Brook University, NY honoured

Professor Dr. Aruna Sharma of Stony Brook University,
New York talked on the present status of Indian Music.
She gave a classical recital exhibiting the different aspects
of the main ragas in Indian music. She was conferred the
Dr. Jaichand Sharma Award for her contribution to music
at national and international level.

members would meet more often to pursue issues of
special interest to them. Four Chapter Members are
presently involved in identifying trees, birds and buildings
of Central Park. Creating multiple opportunities for
greater member participation, is perhaps a good formula
to be adopt by other Chapters to make Members more
participative in Chapter activities.

Shri Kochar reports that the Rajasthan Patrika has been
publishing articles by State politicians and other noted
people, to propel the sustained effort being made to get
Bikaner recognized as a World Heritage Site.

A detailed project report has been sent to Les Amis de
Jaipur, France which will fund the restoration of the
Kalyanji ka Mandir, Chaura Raasta to be executed in three
phases jointly with Jaipur Development Authority. Other
activities proposed are listing of natural heritage sites,
and planning a new website dedicated to the Chapter.

Bundi

Jodhpur

State Co-Convenor Thakur Ranvir Singh informs that
Bundi Convnenor Vijay Raj Singh and Members have
made extraordinary efforts to restore two old historical
structures - the Suryamal Mishran Haveli and a stepwell
Bhawal-ki-Baodi that has been much appreciated by both
the administration and the public.

Ancient Jodhpur is situated inside a wall enclosed by
eight gates. The road from Nagauri Gate to Vidyashalla
leading to the Fort is narrow, faces traffic pressure,
and is encroached by shops. Recently even the wall
collapsed, and uncovered pits will further add to the
problems during the rainy season. It remains to be seen
if the concern expressed by Mahendergarh Fort, Culture
Director Dr. Mahender Singh Naggar on World Heritage
Day translates into action by the local administrative
authorities.
Kota
The historic Surajpole Gate was auctioned by the Kota
District Administration under policy applicable to NAZUL
properties. Due to timely intervention by Convenor, K.
Hari Singh and advocate M. L. Rao, Chief Secretary has
stayed the auction. Next hearing is in July.

Suryamal Mishran Haveli,
restoration of 200 years old murals
by ICCI Lucknow

Inspecting progress at the Baodi

Bhawal-ki-Baodi, Bundi

Jaipur
Convenor Dharmendra Kanwar is making a special effort
to involve Members, after a disappointing turn up at the
last Chapter meeting. He decided to form special interest
groups to ensure greater participation, in the hope that
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Condolences
One of the most dedicated Convenors of Kota Chapter,
Shri Raj Chanchal Singh Kunadi passed away. His many
contributions to INTACH during his two tenures from
1990-1902 and again from 1904-1909 will always be
cherished by his colleagues. As State Co-Convenor
wrote: “May the Almighty grant grace to his noble
soul and solace to his family”. INTACH shares his
sentiments and send good wishes to all members of
the Kunadi family.
Nagaur

We need the birds as much as they need us!

Co-Convenor Himmat Singh addressed a letter to the
Chief Editors of all the leading local papers like Bhaskar,
Rajasthan Patrika and Dainik Navjyoti forwarding a note
of the NH Division, Delhi. Only The Bhaskar took up
the issue “Birds need you this summer”, at a time when
temperatures in the city crossed 44 degrees. The response
was a mass movement, with many families immediately
putting out pots in the balconies and gardens of their
Blast from the Past
A barely literate grocer with a passion for history and
archaeology Om Prakash Sharma was trying to find
Kumharia village community’s connections with regional
history. He stumbled upon a sizeable number of relics of the
Copper Age including numismatics, black and red pottery,
terracotta toys, etched earth earthenware, shell bangles
and tools. They were unearthed from a big mound on
the banks of the Banas river at Kumharia village, Bhilwara
District dating to a prehistoric period when post Rig Vedic
civilization flourished in the region during the 12th-9th
century BC. Another significant find was punch mark
copper coins issued by the Mauryan dynasty between 321185 BC. The amateur archaeologist says : This entire region,
spread over several kilometers has layers and layers of ancient
civilization. If the sand mounds of the region are excavated in
a systematic manner, traces of continuous human habitation
for at least 4000 years can be found here”. Shri Sharma,
who was honoured for his achievements in the field of
archaeology last year on Republic Day, has been sanctioned
a project of documenting rock paintings of Bundi District by
the Directorate of Archaeology.
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homes. The efforts will continue till the outbreak of the
monsoons.

Tamil Nadu
Kodaikanal
The musician-teachers from the Temple of Fine Arts,
Coimbatore came to Kodai in continuation of SITAR
(Shivanjali INTACH Teach A Raga) Initiative to conduct a
series of music workshops for the schools of the Upper
Palani Hills. The children of the PUM School of the historical
temple town of Poombarai were so exuberant that it was
difficult to keep their numbers down, with the result that
there were over 60 excited children at the workshop.
This music session was held on the premises of the 2000
years old temple dedicated to the ‘Bal Murugan’ with the
deity made of herbs. In Kodaikanal, 33 children were
selected from the 8 schools and divided into 6 groups
who in rotation went for an hour to each teacher where
they learnt to sing, to play the violin, veena, guitar, tabla,
harmonium and attended a theory class. Of these 20
children have been selected to go to the Temple of Fine
Arts (Shivanjali) in Coimbatore from June 13th to 20th for
an in-house training.
The Kodaikanal Chapter has extended its reach to 18
Heritage Clubs including the Panchayat schools in
the Upper Palanis. In the All-India Best Heritage Club
competition, My School Satya Surabhi (MYSSS) has been
awarded a prize in the ‘Special’ category. The school
adopted an extremely poor neighbouring village of
Vilpatti as a ‘cleaning- up’ project. The bus stand area
as well as a whole street of the village was cleaned by
the children and some staff members for 4 months with
amazing results. Paintings of birds and animals on
the walls of the bus stand by the school children and
teachers evoked a warm public response. The children
capped it with a street play in the village square on
environment and social values.
The award was given to the school by the former
Convenor of the Coimbatore Chapter, Smt. Shashi
Ghulati. She congratulated the children, teachers
and Principal on their hard work and achievement,
and in particular the
impressive street drama
that was a great medium of communication.
They were treated to a cultural show which included

yoga, gymnastics, and a Kathak dance choreographed
by Ms Jigyasa Giri, a danseuse from Chennai.
The school has also participated in INTACH’s ‘Natural
Heritage’ awareness drive (2010) where club members
were given a sapling of ‘Ligustrum Peretoteii’, a shola
tree, along with a ‘My Tree Book’. The children take great
pride in their vegetable patch.
Nagercoil
Convenor Dr. RS Lal Mohan reports on the renovation of
the 1695 Mangammal Well, and the heritage tour for 35
INTACH Members organized by the Chapter to see the
work completed. Some Members also visited the 100 year
old Light House renovated by INTACH; the 1745 South
Travancore lines; Mambalathurai Dam; a tree famous for
its bat fauna; the Mathur Thottil Palam acquaduct; the
1751 Vattakottai Fort; the 64 AD St Mary’s Church and
the Neelakandaswamy Temple at Thiruvithancode. It
was indeed marathon miles of heritage visits that will be
long cherished by the visiting team.

The Kanyakumari District is famous for its numerous
temple tanks administered by Devasan committees. Used
by thousands of people visiting the temples they are not
well maintained. The Chapter undertook a detailed study
of such tanks at Parvathipuram, Thrippakulum, Vadassery,
Thazhiyalhey, Nagarajakoil, Kottar, etc. The importance of
old temple tanks in days of water scarcity and recharging
ground water sources is being highlighted through the
Chapter’s Newsletter.
Nilgiri
Convenor Geetha Srinivas is happy to note that the
work done over the years by the Chapter is now
paying
handsome
dividends. It was
in 1868 that the
greater part of the
Nilgiri District was
separated
from
Coimbatore
and
placed under its
“Collector’s House,
first Commissioner
Udhagamandalam, Ooty”
James
Wilkinson

Breeks. The Convenor has for a long time propounded
that the Collectorate, the Nilgiri Library, St. Stephen’s
Church, etc. should be termed a heritage zone. Leading
by example, Collector Archana Patnaik has set in motion
the renovation of the Collectorate, and restoration to its
original brick colour.
Ms. Geetha Srinivasan addressed a gathering at the
centenary celebrations of Lawley Institute. The Governor
Ram Mohan Rao felicitated renowned musicologist Dr.
Anasuya Kulkarni who played Carnatic music on the
Anghklung, a traditional Indonesian rattle instrument
fitted with bamboo pipes on the occasion. “Music indeed
is an universal language which has no barriers”, said
INTACH Convenor.
Salem

Advisor Ashis Banerjee, the Chief Guest at the meeting
of the Salem Chapter, with Tanjore Convenor Babaji
Rajah Bhonsle as the Guest of Honour were updated by
Convenor Shravanan Sivakumar on various issues taken
up by the Chapter like revival of the Salem Government
Museum and setting up a Police Museum at Yercaud. The
Chapter’s endeavour to save the Indian Bank Building,
popularly known as the Manigoondu, has run into rough
weather with the Colector determined to demolish the
structure for reasons not quite clear. The matter has thus
taken on a whole new dimension, and the Chapter if
need be might have to resort to a PIL.
Shri Banerjee informed the gathering that a proposal
for State and national level training to sensitise PWD
and CPWD officials on conservation and restoration

Yercaud Police Station, Salem
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of heritage in under processing. He advised Members
to undertake activities to save the Cauvery river and its
tributaries, by inviting various groups working on the
issue to form a common platform, and it would receive
the full support of the Head Office.

and the historical church, and preparation of a water
conservation plan for the old pond of the city, as two
major activities to be targeted this year.

Convenor Sharavanan accompanied by an INTACH team
Member met the DIG and DSP Police in connection with
the 1894 Yercaud Police Station that is another case
under consideration for being demolished. The matter
continues to remain in suspended animation until further
orders of the Government. The legalities pertaining to old
structures and PIL filed in the Bharat Insurance building
case was brought to the notice of the Police to forestall
any precipitate action.

It was a ‘family gathering’ on 18th April when Convenor
Dr. RK Bhatnagar, Co-Convenor Dr. Sarita Singh, and
several INTACH Members got together, with each sharing
his thoughts on Heritage and exchanging their ideas.
It is an unusually interesting way to learn something
amazingly new while sharing individual perspectives
about heritage.

Uttar Pradesh
Gorakhpur
Convenor Mukul Chand Pandey has been
appointed to the 15 - member Joint Hindi
Advisory Committee of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, constituted by
the Government of India, for a period of Convenor Prof.
three years. A former Professor of Botany Mukul Chand
Pandey
at Lucknow University, and subsequently
Chairman,
GoI
Medical
Education
Committee, Prof. Pandey is one of the oldest INTACH
Convenors actively interested in biodiversity in particular.

Meerut

West Bengal
Kolkata
The Governor of West Bengal MK Narayan presided over
a symposium on 18th April in commemoration of World
Heritage Day at the Victoria Memorial Hall organized
by the Chapter. Convenor GM Kapur addressed the
august assembly speaking about INTACH’s work. Other
distinguished invitees on the occasion were well known
artist Shahnu Lahiri, former DG ASI Kasturi Gupta Menon,
and the Director of the Victoria Memorial Dr.Chitta
Panda.

Lakhimpur Kheri
Following a meeting chaired by Convenor Dr. Rakesh
Tomar, Dr. Rampal Singh, Professor of History has been
entrusted with the task of listing. He would be submitting
a quarterly update with photographic coverage to CoConvenor Ashok Nigam and Member Dr. ML Gupta.
The Chapter’s efforts to get the Dudhwa National Park
renamed after the iconic Arjan Singh is best followed up
directly with the new government authorities of Uttar
Pradesh.
Lalitpur
Convenor Santosh Kumar Sharma and Members have
identified listing of heritage sites like the famous Devgarh

Lalitpur Chapter Members during visit of Dr. HB Maheshwari
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Convenor GM Kapur welcomes Governor MK Narayan

Santiniketan
Convenor Subir Adhikari sent a progress report on the
restoration of the Itonda Temple, a stylistically distinctive
terracotta structure located 19 km from Shantiniketan.
With a new restorer Mascon identified in 2010, work was
resumed after more than a decade gap, with the grants
from Ministry of Culture and INTACH Head Office under
supervision of the Chapter. Water proofing, lime punning

Oversea Chapter
Belgium

Work in progress at Itonda Temple, Santiniketa.

of exterior walls, and red coloured flooring have been
completed; while lime punning of the garibagriha is
50% completed; and the round ornamental pillars at the
its entrance are presently under repair. Terracotta plates
in 120 different shapes and sizes are fixed on the façade.
Rabindranath Tagore
The
150th
birth
anniversary
of
Rabindranath Tagore, poet, essayist,
novelist and thinker at large, idolised by
Indians and feted the world over, was
celebrated on 7th May. In 1909 Tagore
wrote in an essay titled Tapovan that
“culture that has arisen from the forest has
been influenced by the diverse processes of
renewal of life”. Almost anticipating as it
Young
were the future clash of developmental
Rabindranath
Tagore
forces he said “nature alone could impart
peace of the eternal to human emotions”.
He abhorred concentration of wealth in a few hands, and
upheld traditional institutions of village panchayats and
cooperatives for the restoration of man-nature balance.
He opposed every kind of religious fundamentalism and
cultural separatism, while describing himself as a product
of three cultures of Hindu, Muslim and British. What he said
and believed is all the more relevant 150 years later to our
times of caste politics, land grabs and money scams.

Condolences
Shri Chidansanda Dasgupta, former
Convenor of Shantiniketan Chapter,
passed away on 22nd May. He will
be deeply mourned by his former
colleagues and friends.
INTACH
sends
its
heartfelt
condolences to the Dasgupta family,
and hopes they will find solace in
bearing this great loss. We send our
good wishes for the future.

Member Johan d’Hulster gave technical training to 8
member INTACH team working on the Lost Gardens
during his visit to Khajuraho. He reorganized each one’s
daily tasks and responsibilities, emphasizing that in the
coming years they must earn most of the cost of labour
themselves. There should not be too much dependency
on foreign support. At present the Belgium Chapter is
investing in technical knowledge, infrastructure and
conservation. He particularly lauded the organizing
capacity of the Navdanya representative Swarantra
Kumar who is assisting the project and accompanied
Mr. d’Hulster on travel through villages of Uttar Pradesh.
They were delighted to see the renewal in agricultural
practices and agro-forestry to cope with changing
climate conditions. On the other hand d’Huslster
observed a general lack of basic agricultural knowledge
regarding soil fertility, landscaping and water resources.
The more ground water levels sink down, the more bore
wells are dug and bigger pumps installed. This is contra
to the global shift to agro-ecological solutions which
does not recommend large scale farming, dependency
on chemicals and multinationals. INTACH publication in
Hindi on “Conservation Agriculture, Pleading for a Plentiful
India” was distributed to the farming community. A new
initiative is proposed to be launched by the Chapter to
bring a small number of European and Indian farmers
together to understand the 7 ageless principles of
Vedic wisdom that links agriculture to a universal
comprehension of nature. It is ironic that today with so
many agricultural graduates in the country, to date this is
not a major national thrust of the Government.

Attention : Convenors & Members
A number of letters/copies of Virasat are received
back at Head Office marked wrong address by the
Post Office. Please forward change of address/
contact details to INTACH Chapters Division and to
your respective Convenors immediately.
Convenors are requested to send audited Annual
Accounts and Annual Report as per Chapter
Guidelines reference Pgs. 23 & 9; it is unacceptable
to Auditors unless sent in the given format. Those
who have failed to send Reports may kindly do so
immediately.
Convenors are also requested to send their Bank
Code, RTGS/NEFT IFS Code and Account Number along with a Blank Cancelled Cheque - for electronic
transfer of funds from Head Office to Chapters.
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NEWS FROM ICCI
The Indian Council of Conservation Institutes (ICCI)
received a grant from Micro Inks Ltd, Gujarat for
capacity building, infrastructural development and
conservation projects. Several important activities were
thus undertaken like workshops, training programmes,
lisiting in Gujarat, upgradation of ICCI Labs with scientific
equipment, etc. Conservation of wall paintings and
manuscripts are being taken up in Gujarat. Most recently
an important workshop Conservation of Acrylic Paintings
was held in April at Delhi.
The grant from the Ministry of Culture facilitated two
important appointments – KK Gupta at Delhi and Dr.
Shashi Dhawan at Lucknow – that are highly beneficial to
INTACH. They are traveling extensively to different ICCI
Centres to impart training in art conservation and biodeterioration.
Principal Director Nilabh Sinha visited the Museums of
Dresden and Berlin, organized by the Goethe Institute
of Kolkata, to see German facilities in art conservation
and related departments. The visit was highly successful.
Follow up action in developing some joint projects in
future are under discussion.
The ICCI opened a new branch for Gwalior, as a camp
office in Delhi headed by Arvind Kumar Sharma. This
set up will look after art works and wall paintings in
Madhya Pradesh, supported by Gwalior Convenor Dr. HB
Maheshwari.
ICCI Case Studies
An exquisite piece of sculpture, testimony to the ones
carved during colonial era, was received for conservation
at the INTACH Art Conservation Center, Delhi. The
sculpture was in a dilapidated state owing to the faulty
repair work with cement, which had induced structural
changes besides marring the aesthetic appearance.

Remembering Husain
Maqbool Fida Husain has left the world, but his paintings will
live forever. Born in 1915 at Pandharpur, the son of a humble
time keeper and trader, he was destined to jet across many
countries, like a colossus of the art world. He began painting
cinema posters from a 110 year old dilapidated house in
Badr Baug colony, Mumbai nearly 70 years ago - before his
paintings fetched astronomical prices at international art
exhibitions and auctions, and film stars sat for portraits and
featured in his films. He was known for generously gifting
paintings to friends; some are even to be found in places
that held fond old memories for him like the Azad Hind
Dhaba at Ballygunge in Kolkata, or the diner Café Samovar
in Mumbai, or a tea stall in Lal Darwaja, Ahmedabad.
Perhaps he walked barefooted because he was so rooted
to his ground. On a visit to his birthplace he even sketched
his favourite muse Madhuri Dixit on a cow, at the request of
the locals! Why call him “the Indian Picasso” when he was
like no other artist, with every bold brush stroke having his
distinctly recognizable identity?
Husain was passionate about India, his paintings were
inspired by our heritage and history, by epics and myths,
personalities and current issues, hitting headlines
everywhere, sometimes controversial but mostly adored.
He was awarded the Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, Padma
Vibhushan, Rajya Sabha membership, and many national
and international accolades – only to find himself in self
imposed exile, compelled to change his citizenship, and die
away from his homeland. Art was all that mattered , “My life
is like my red Ferrari” he said.
A friend writes “There is no dichotomy between MF Husain’s
work and life. He wanted to give back art the pleasure it had
given him”. The Executive Committee of INTACH condoled his
death at the meeting held on 9th June at Head Office.

The conservation work began with the prime motive of
stabilizing the object with materials analogous to the
sculpture. Prior to cleaning the statue, broken from the
waistline, it was joined by dowelling. The previous faulty
repair work was reverted with material homogenously
appropriate to the nature of the sculpture. Finally the
conserved portions were re- integrated by the means
of acrylic colours enhancing the visual and aesthetic
integrity.

An old Husain: Before and After Conservation
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An unusual painting, mix media on paper, by eminent
artist M.F. Husain was received for restoration. The
conservation treatment was performed in a meticulous
manner with the aim of reinstating the strength of the

support affected with acidity. The painting was subjected
to an array of treatments from de-acidification to lining,
mandatory in restoring the painting in adherence to
conservation ethics.

Forever Lost

Plunder Unlimited

The National Mission on manuscripts started in 2003 needs
to be extended beyond 2012, according to authorities in
‘manuscriptology’. So far only 30 lakh manuscripts have
been digitized. The most important part of the project, to
extract the hidden knowledge and disseminate it, was not
easily achieved as the manuscripts were in different scripts
on the verge of extinction. Moreover most of the families
who possessed manuscripts had vanished by the time the
Mission embarked on its work. It is estimated that India
lost almost 90% of manuscripts due to lack of preservation
over the last 200 years. One positive development has been
workshops organized across the country to create a new
generation of scholars who can help decipher the available
manuscripts.

UNESCO estimates nearly 50,000 objects were smuggled
out of India between 1979-1989 i.e. in just one decade –
with the figures multiplying in the subsequent decades. It
is lamentable that to date there is no national database of
standardized systematic inventory in place to track stolen
art, according to George Jacob who has authored several
books on the future of museums. Illicit trafficking in art
and cultural properties is third only to narcotics and arms
trade. Antiquities from villages all over India are regularly
smuggled abroad as replicas. There is no procedure in
place even to declare furniture attributed to Le Corbusier
and Pierre Jeanheret in various offices of Chandigarh as
heritage property, with the result that the US based auction
house sold 24 lots of them refusing to identify the origin
of the consignment except to say that it was sourced from
various Government offices. The Indian Antiquities and Art
Treasures Act-1972, according to Jacob, severely dampened
their legitimate domestic trade and created cumbersome
procedures for registration of objects over 75 years. It
kept away genuine collectors and sellers, prevented new
scholarship, deterred collections and spurred underground
trade.

Digitilising Rare Manuscripts
The Sikh Reference Library located in the Golden Temple
at Amritsar suffered extensive damage during Operation
Blue Star, but is now being salvaged by the SGPC. The
Library has a treasure trove of 400 manuscripts of Guru
Granth Sahib, hundreds of other manuscripts of religious or
historical importance, rare periodicals of pre-Partition days,
and over 1500 rare books. These are being meticulously
digitilised by the SGPC in collaboration with the Punjab
Digital Library at Mohali owned by the Nanakshahi Trust.
Subsequently sub offices of the library are planned to be
opened at Patiala and Chandigarh to facilitate the work of
scholars and researchers.

With nearly 50% of our museums remaining headless,
including the most prestigious National Museum at Delhi,
who can lead the charge for re-drafting antique laws and
regulations? While we vainly boast of 5000 years of history
and heritage!
-- Ack : The Tribune, 5th April 2011

NEWS FROM AHD
Heritage Tourism Development Plan,
Chettinad
A Heritage Tourism Development Plan was conceptualized
by the Architectural
Heritage Division (AHD)
for Chettinad as per
the request of World
Travel
and
Tourism
Council (WTTC), India
Initiative. It
proposes
intervention measures
for
conservation
and management of
heritage adhering to
the significance of its
cultural and heritage
A view of street

A housing complex

resources, in consonance with a future vision for the
Chettinad Heritage City as a destination.
Chettinad is located in the Sivaganga district of Tamil
Nadu, with well defined roadways, reservoirs to store
and supply water to the town, temples, a planned
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market place providing the basic needs of the people. It
is the only remaining site which bears testimony to Tamil
architecture and western influences.

Bhawal-di-Baoli, Rajasthan
Conservation and restoration work was initiated by the
Bundi Chapter in May. The accumulated debris from
the site was removed and the dead plaster which had
become pulverized was scrapped out. Strengthening the
masonry and replacing the stone chajjas is in progress.

Bhawal-di Baoli: before
conservation

Bhawal-di Baoli: after
conservation

Restoration of Mangalore University
On the request of National Culture Fund, AHD made
an in depth study of various components of Mangalore
University complex. Over more than a hundred years
period, various structural changes have affected the
building and un-mindful alterations have been carried
out. To resurrect the architectural integrity of the
complex, various interventions were identified by AHD
and a report has been forwarded to National Culture
Fund for the conservation of the complex.
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Bassian Kothi, Ludhiana
AHD visited Bassian Kothi in Ludhiana Disgtrict, Punjab
in May- June on the request of Govt. of Punjab, to carry
out the preliminary documentation and assessment for
conservation and adaptive reuse of the building and
its allied structures. A detailed project report will be
prepared for submission to the State Government.
Bassian Kothi gained significance during the first AngloSikh war in 1845-46 which ended with a decisive British
victory over the Sikhs. The British arrested 11 year old
Maharaja Dalip Singh and exiled him in United Provinces
now known as Uttar Pradesh. The advance supply depot
(Bassian Kothi) was then converted into a rest house to
keep the Maharaja along with his soldiers and entourage.
It is believed that Maharaja celebrated New Year 1850
at the rest house before being shifted to Fatehgarh. The
place attracted attention again when five Namdharis,
who participated in the Kuka movement were kept
prisoners here by the British, and later hanged. Later
it served as a session court for Ludhiana; and after
Independence converted into a rest house of the State
Irrigation Department, and steadily deteriorated through
neglect.

Bassian Kothi, Ludhiana

Currency Building, Kanpur
Reserve Bank of India requested INTACH to examine
the damaged condition of the old Currency Building at
Kanpur. AHD submitted a proposal suggesting retrieving
of its architectural significance and structural restoration,
and converting it into Currency Museum.

Mangalore University
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Old structure in currency building complex

Gotsang Monastery, Ladakh

Old Secretariat Building, Faridkot, Punjab
A view of Gotsang Monastery, Hemis, Ladakh

Catch 22

Deldan Angmo, Conservation
Architect
visited
Gotsang
(Hermitage) in Hemis Village in
the month of June. This most
significant structure amongst
the existing group of temples
comprises a cluster of small
temples clinging to the steep
mountain area. It is believed that
‘Staktsang Respa’, the founder
A painting in the complex
of Hemis Monastery meditated
here for many years. It is also one of the three caves which
together form a significant Hermitage in the region. The
Gotsang structure collapsed last summer during the
heavy rainfall, however the wall painting on the lower
walls still survive and require immediate conservation
measures for which AHD is preparing the proposal.

In 2002 the Supreme Court banned all mining activity in the
Aravalli from where ancient rulers sourced quartz stones
used in most of the land mark monuments of Delhi like
Humayun Tomb, Qutab Minar, Firoz Shah Kotla Fort, etc. The
Khooni Darwaza for instance is predominantly made from
quartzite and renovation is not possible without it. It has
become a problem for ASI for carrying out restoration work
especially as this stone cannot be substituted on the main
structure as has been done on the fortification walls. The
Aravalli mountain system runs for 800 kms through Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana with rocky offshoots touching south of
Delhi. Heritage conservation has been hit by stone scarcity.

Chortens at Alchi, Ladakh

“When I learned that the Danielle framed their landscapes of
monuments with the help of an artistic device known as the
camera obscura, it made their work comprehensible to me
since in many respects it appeared to anticipate photography”,
he felt. Passion drove Martinelli to make several trips to India
and he managed to locate all the locations visited by uncle
and nephew Daniell duo, except 10 sites that had vanished.
Keeping in mind even the seasons during which Daniells
visited these places, he discovered them one by one patiently
– holy temples, majestic forts, thundering waterfalls, pristine
ghats, et al. His exhibits however have for example bare
Benaras Ghats of 1780 juxtaposed with the banks now
overflowing with people; the grand sweep of Jama Masjid
steps replaced by today’s encroachments; the crowning
pavilion atop the Qutab Minar has disappeared in recent
pictures; and so on. In the process there is discovery of the
lesser monuments that are mostly unnoticed and unsung.
Apart from his misgivings about overdone conservation
inaptly done at some major sites like Elephanta Caves,
Jantar Manatar, etc. Martinelli is concerned about several
ASI protected monuments. “If care is not taken, there will be
nothing left for photographers to shoot after 200 years’! His
exhibition rang some loud warning bells.

Ms. Deldan Angmo,
conservation
architect visited Alchi
village to make an
assessment of the
dilapidated Chortens
and Mane walls
damaged
during
last summer’s heavy
rainfall, and lying in
a most deteriorated
Chortens at Alchi, Ladakh
condition.The
proposal for their restoration has been submitted to the
GoI Ministry of Culture.

Old Secretariat Building, Faridkot
On 22nd June AHD organized a presentation by Helifix
India on the Restoration Project of Faridkot, Punjab.”

New Look at Danniells Aquatints
Italian photographer and Indophile Antonio Martinelli first
saw Daniells’ aquatints in the 1980s when shown Mildred
Archer’s book by an erstwhile princess of Surat. In London
he took a closer look at the original 144 aquatints of Oriental
Scenery at the India Office Library.
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NEWS FROM NHD
Heritage-Centric Eco-Development

Ganga Project

The detailed proceedings and recommendations of the
regional seminar on Natural Heritage-Centric Sustainable
Eco-Development : Challenges & Opportunities held last
quarter at Kolam, Kerala have been forwarded to the Head
Office. It was organized jointly by the Natural Heritage
Division (NHD), INTACH Kerala and Kolam Chapters, and
the Agri-Horticultural & Zoological Society (AHZS) with
a view to sensitizing the Government and all sectors of
people to issues concerning natural heritage; to adopt
a pro-active role in showcasing successful initiatives;
to dialogue with urban local bodies and arrive at a
consensus for development and conservation of natural
heritage resources.

The Ganga Project is being implemented as a ‘Passion
Project’ of INTACH with the active participation of
environmentalist cum advocate and Member National
Advisory Committee, M.C. Mehta.

The keynote address by Principal Advisor NHD SK Verma
elaborated on the objectives of the regional seminar.
He emphasized that the combined force of responsible
managers and people’s participation with a sense of
ownership are critical for both asset management and
equitable sharing of benefits. In this context, Chairman
LK Gupta in his presidential address greatly appreciated
the conservation efforts of State and District Convenors of
Kerala from Trivandrum, Calicut, Trichur, Kesarguda who
were in attendance at the seminar. State Co-Convenor
Eugine Pandala gave the vote of thanks.
In the first Technical Session, Shri SK Verma outlined
the importance of creating a “network of partners”
identifying research and corporate agencies, universities,
organization members and knowledgeable individuals.
He said field study visits and meetings with village
panchayats are important for supplementing listing
and documentation. Subsequent Technical Sessions
were conducted by Shri James Zacharias on the positive
response from industry and new doors opening for
entrpreneurship and innovative practices for eco-tourism;
and by Shri Santosh Kumar on strategic planning and
public-private participation.
The Recommendations of the Seminar outlined the
process of achieving the objectives of built and natural
heritage including conditions like a suitable legal
regime for implementing conservation work, scope of
permissible interventions, widening of road right-of-way
in historic areas, grading of listed elements into categories
of significance, etc.
The report concludes by reiterating the role of INTACH
in comprehensive listing, capacity building, media
outreach, generating heritage awareness in civil society,
and particularly best practices focused on ‘Indian
solutions’.
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The project will undertake :
•

Cultural Mapping of Sacred Spaces (Shrines, Temples,
Landscapes, Sacred Waters, etc.) from Gaumukh to
Rishikesh – 135 kms.

•

Organizing a joint working group of Ganga Action
along with resource persons, NGOs or other agencies
and the coordinator.

•

Identifying Resource Persons for assistance in Action
Plan formulation and implementation.

•

Undertaking the technical projects like :
– 2-day workshop at Dehradun in August 2011
for awareness, sensitization of the community/
participants to evolve the future strategy for ecosensitive zone of sacred River Ganga in a stretch of
135 km from Gaumukh to Rishikesh, methodology,
practices and group discussions; field experience
- formative and authentic information; safeguards
and methodology of community participation in
hills; involvement of different categories of people
like scientists, local community.
– Involve
Community
Participation
Programme for volunteers.

Training

– Convene Youth Competitions and Programmes
related to photography of the Cultural and Natural
Resources; Establish Heritage Clubs in the areas.
– Issue of the Notification on Eco-Sensitive Zone to
save the National River.
– Follow-up sequence of action taken so far after
declaration of the Ganga as a National River.

Wetlands
Efforts are being made to initiate projects on ‘Restoration
and Conservation of Endangered Wetlands’ through
identification and listing of endangered wetlands for
notification under the Wetland Conservation Rules, 2010.
A policy level note on issues of Conservation and
Revival of Wetlands has been sent to the Secretary, GoI
Ministry of Environment and Forest. The issues relate
to identification and listing of endangered wetlands in

10 bio-geographical zones of India under the Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010.
A comprehensive mapping exercise i.e. Listing and
Documentation of large, medium and small Wetlands
(natural and manmade) will be undertaken delineating
all the wetlands in the country through INTACH network
of Convenors / Chapters, at least one each in the 10 biogeographic zones of the country.

Travelling Exhibition
The theme of this year’s World Heritage Day was Cultural
Heritage of Water. The ASI put up an exhibition on heritage
water bodies - Baolis - which were age old water harvesting
measures. While Delhites whizz past crowded streets, not
many are aware that inside the northern end of the World
Heritage Site of Red Fort is a unique piece of architecture - a
centuries old baoli. Thousands working in the Connaught
Place area are hardly aware that the imposing Ugrasen ki
Baoli off Hailey Road, is one of 12 such baolis in the capital to
be found at Mehrauli, Tughlakabad Fort, Purana Qila, Kotla
Feroz Shah, Wazirabad complex, RK Puram, Nizamuddin,
etc. The ASI plans to carry this traveling exhibition to various
schools and colleges across the city.

Beware Pollen Blanket
Tree and shrub planting sprees to provide green cover to
the rapidly urbanizing cities needs to be done with care and
knowledge. The Delhi Government for example went on a
drive Green Delhi, Clean Delhi with no care exercised while
choosing the species of trees and shrubs to be planted. The
well intentioned green lungs resulted in choking human
lungs with higher incidence of asthma, breathlessness
and respiratory infections. The Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) and the Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology have written to the Delhi Government
naming 31 plants which are allergic to human beings and
should be struck off the list of “recommended trees for
planting”. They should be replaced by non-allergic variety,
like ornamental trees Coral, Dhaak, Jacaranda, Gulmohar,
etc. and medicinal ones like the Ajuna, Imli, Neem, Kadamb,
etc. to check pollution. The pollutants are Arur, Urru, Siris,
Paper Mulberry, Safeda, Chilbil, Jhar Phanoos, Shahtoot,
Vilayati Keekar, etc.
It was also reported that pretty poplars (Populus Deltoids)
have left the Kashmir Valley sneezing and coughing ever
since they started shedding seeds in April, with State
Government left with little option but to fell the trees
although poplars otherwise live up to 40 years.

MoEF Guideline
The Ministry of Environment & Forests issued guidelines for
ecotourism with emphasis on generation of local livelihood.
It defined eco-tourism as “responsible travel to natural
areas”, emphasizing the need to move towards a model
of tourism that is compatible with protection of fragile
landscapes.
Pilgrim sites which are invariably located inside Protected
Areas are designated as sacred groves, with strict building
and expansion controls, in accordance with the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980 and the Environment Protection
Act, 1986. All transit camps and places of stay for such
pilgrimage must be restricted to speciified days in the year.

Great Himalayan National Park
The Ministry of Environment & Forests has strongly
represented the Great Himalayan National Park (GHNP),
a hotspot of unique beauty and bio-diversity, for enlisting
as World Heritage Site. UNESCO has already processed the
matter, now to be verified by a team from the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) before UNESCO
holds its annual conference this year at New Delhi. The GHNP
spanning nearly 75,000 hectares has some red data species
like the western tragopan, cheer pheasant, spectacled and
cheeked tit, musk deer, snow leopard, brown bears, etc.
It has a fresh water trout-rich Tirthan, and Sainj wildlife
sanctuaries. Its buffer zone is home to 20,000 people eking
out a livelihood from herbs, fruits and eco-tourism.

Much Too Alarming
In an article titled “Hawking our Habitats” Ashish Kothari
who is associated with Kalpvrisksha, Pune writes: ”The two
most important national level committees responsible for
wildlife preservation in India are increasingly being turned
into rubber stamps for whatever officialdom wants done. The
National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has become a forum to
green-wash a host of ‘development’ projects that threaten
wildlife habitats, while the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) continues to steamroller a blinkered model
of conservation. In both, civil society members have been
reduced to either ineffective dissent, or silent complicity”.
The MoE&F is supposed to have cleared as many as 60
infrastructure projects in and around wildlife habitats in
two hours; of which only 30 items on the agenda were
sent to members just 2 days in advance. Negative dissents
were merely brushed aside, while a number of crucial
issues like mining in wildlife habitats, declaration of ecosensitive zones were kept in abeyance. Shri Kothari states
that in the case of over 6000 projects given clearance with
stringent conditions, officers might check on them once
every 3-4 years. He concludes that conditional clearance is
an unacceptable colossal shortcoming, and alarming for
both animals and mankind.
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NEWS FROM HECS
Hands on Heritage released in Six
Regional Languages
The Heritage Education and Communication Service
(HECS) publication Hands on Heritage on cultural
education, sponsored by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, is translated into six regional
languages — Kannada, Tamil, Malyalam, Urdu, Bengali
and Gujarati – apart from English and Hindi. The book is
a repository of activities, worksheets, facts, and relevant
information about natural, built, and living heritage
suited to the needs of middle school students. Publication
in various regional languages facilitates outreach to more
schools and spreading the heritage message widely
across the country.

The books were released by Secretary, Ministry of Culture
Jawahar Sircar, in the presence of eminent educationist
and the former Vice Chancellor of Delhi University, Prof.
Deepak Nayar, INTACH Chairman Lt. Gen (Retd.) L.K.
Gupta, and INTACH Member Secretary Ms. C.T. Misra on
the occasion of World Heritage Day function organized
by Head Office on 18th April.

Adopt a Monument Workshop

Teachers’ Orientation Programme

HECS organized a one-day workshop on 15th April for
teachers to promote Adopting a Monument in the locality
of their schools, as part of INTACH’s World Heritage
Day programmes. The workshop targeted training
teachers from the middle and senior sections of National
Capital Region schools. Addressing the gathering, Delhi
Convenor Prof. A.G.K. Menon stressed on the importance
of heritage which is gaining prominence as a subject in
the school syllabus.
The workshop was addressed by a panel of expert speakers
from ASI, DDA, and MCD. The Archaeological Survey of
India was represented by ASI Director (CEP and NCF)
A.K. Sinha who elaborated on the role of the authorities
in general, and ASI in particular, in helping schools to
select a monument for adoption. The presentation made
by Chief Town Planner Municipal Corporation of Delhi,
Dr. V.K Bugga outlined the role of MCD in maintenance
and management of monuments in Delhi. The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) representative focused
on their endeavours towards protection of heritage. Ms.
Manisha Gupta spoke about the need to protect Delhi’s
built heritage. Senior Manager Projects, Delhi Chapter,
Ajay Kumar focused on the need for public-private
partnerships with regard to management of heritage.
Director HECS Purnima Datt in her presentation defined
heritage and heritage education, and the main objectives
behind publishing ‘Adopt a Monument.’ The worksheets
and suggested activity given in the book were shown to
the teachers to orient them in its usage at their respective
schools.

Heritage Walks

Adopt a Monument Workshop
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HECS organized Heritage Walks at Lodi Gardens and
Mehrauli Archaeological Park through the month of
April, to instill a love for India’s built heritage. Heritage
Club schools from all over Delhi participated in the

walks. Students were taken around structures within
the precincts of the gardens including Muhammad
Shah’s Tomb, Bada Gumbad Complex, Sheesh Gumbad,
Sikander Lodi’s Tomb, and the Mughal-time bridge
Athpula. At the Mehrauli Archaeological Park significant
monuments like Balban’s Tomb were highlighted with
historic details.

Heritage Walks through National
Museum
Heritage Walks at the National Museum were also
conducted to provide valuable information about the
objets d’art of the museum, and to encourage students
to visit the Museum regularly and understand the full
import of preserving national treasures. The main focus
was on three important galleries - Harappan, Miniature

Paintings, and Arms and Armoury, selected keeping in
mind students’ interests and their school curriculum.
Best Chapter Award : My City My History
The Fox History Channel’s competitive
programme My City My History was
conducted across India. Four INTACH
Chapters were awarded prizes for the
remarkable dedication and commitment
shown in terms of walks organized, number
of entries received, as well as the felicitations
organized by them. INTACH heartily congratulate the
Shekhawati, East Godavari, Rohilkhand, and Chandrapur
Chapters on their efforts in making the programme a grand
success in their respective zones.

NEWS FROM ICHD
Consultant Nerupama Y.Modwel
reiterates
that
traditional performing arts, local languages, health
practices, crafts techniques, customs and rituals, stories
and myths, are in real danger of escaping from living
memory. Rapid social changes impact livelihood of

communities dependent on the intangible elements
of their culture. This calls for active involvement in
identifying unique and endangered living heritage in
each region through a consolidated effort by all units
of INTACH. Chapters are urged to take up listing and

For Attention of Convenors:

Cultural Functions Grant Scheme
The Union Ministry of Culture invites applications for financial assistance from Not For Profit Organisations including
Societies, Trusts, Companies and Universities for supporting seminars, research, workshops, festivals, exhibitions, etc.
organized by them on different aspects of Indian Culture.
Applicant Organisation should submit a completely documented application, in the prescribed proforma, along with
the recommendation of any of the National Akademies, or culture-related organization under the Government of India
or by the State Government/UT Administration/State Akademy. Photostat copies of the proforma may be obtained from
INTACH Head Office, along with details of the documents to be attached.
Completed Application should be addressed to :
Section Officer, S&F Section, Ministry of Culture, NAI Building Back Side, 2nd Floor, Janpath Road, New Delhi 110011

33

VIRASAT

D

E

D

I

C

A

documentation of intangible heritage, and follow
through with capacity building that ensures income
augmentation of the stakeholders and protection of
knowledge holders rights.
ICHD screened a film on Rabindranath Tagore Gurudev
: A Journey to the East on 23rd June at the INTACH
Multipurpose Hall, Delhi.

INTACH Heritage Shop
The sustained effort to upgrade craft skills and benefit the
craftspeople in terms of self reliance, market awareness
and design development continues to be made by
INTACH Crafts Cell at Head Office. It had conducted a
design development workshop at Etikoppaka village,
Vishakapatnam District of Andhra Pradesh from 16th
February-2nd March, under the guidance of designer Pooja
Ratnakar. The focus was on Turned Wood Natural Lacquer
ware in vegetable natural colours prepared in-house.
Products created during the workshop added value
to traditional items, and fashioned new ones, within
the limitations of this age old craft – by introducing
new concepts, and making commercial products in
contemporary shapes while retaining the traditional
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essence of the craft. The new collection includes
decorative items, giftware, lifestyle products for home as
well as children’s educational toys. The best artisans of
these products will be ‘awarded’ with further training.
Hopefully next year they might be selling their Jan
Madhyam wares at the annual Nature Bazaar at Dilli Haat.
The Craft Shop at Head Office has notched a cumulative
profit of Rs. 1 lakh during this quarter and has turned
the corner to profitability. Congratulations are extended
to Director Bindu Manchanda, in charge Anil Brown, and
the active salesman Pitamber who gives service with a
smile.

Heritage Regulation Cell
A Heritage Regulations Cell was set up at Head Office, to
fill the lacuna left by the late Shyam Chainani who did
yeoman service in formulating heritage regulations. The
Committee, comprises Advisor Ashis Banerjee, Shri SP
Shorey, Ms. Shikha Jain and a practicing advocate in the
High Court Ms. Nayantara Roy. They will actively take
up the work earlier spearheaded by Shri Chainani. Chief
Secretaries of State Governments, Law Secretary, Advocate
Generals are being contacted to obtain the basic update
on heritage regulations in each State, as the first step.

Handcrafted beauty – a joy to behold!
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NEWS FROM HERE & THERE

Note the donation box and kneeling on prayer mats

Errata : “The Last Mughal himself lies in an unmarked
grave in faraway Rangoon…..” was reported in the Press
and reproduced in the last issue of Virasat.
The intrepid world travellers Hugh and Colleen Gantzer
need no introduction. They wrote back in response: “We
visited the Dargah of Bahadur Shah in Rangoon on 12th
February 1996. It was an impressive and well maintained
mausoleum……. A sign to the left of this chamber said
….Died at Rangoon November 7, 1862 and was buried near
this spot. Zinat Mahal wife of Bahadur Shah Zafar who died
on 17 July 1886 is also buried near the spot”. The Gantzers
believe the words at the spot could be in accordance
with an Islamic tradition of constructing false graves
and not identifying those where the bodies are interred.
They sent the two pictures above to assure our readers
that the graves are well maintained by Myanmar, and a
constant reminder of the links that bind our two people.
This coverage will be sent to our Embassy in Rangoon to
verify that the graves still look the same after 15 years, as
INTACH’s homage to Bahadur Shah Zafar.

Worshipping Together
In the middle of an obscure village near Gadag in
Karnataka stands an extraordinary complex, where a
large crypt of Sufi seer Fakiraswamy in an underground
chamber lies swathed in green cloth. Legend has it that
he did not die but took the form of a snake and moved
away from human kind after preaching about peace and
harmony for many years that even took him to the court
of Mughal Emperor Akbar. He left behind a tradition that
continues to this day, where Muslims celebrate Hindu
rituals with music – in an amalgam of Lingayat, Islamic
and Hindu traditions. It is open house where all are
welcome to worship or seek help or sit down to a simple
meal.

The 320 year old Chammliyal Mela at the Hindu shrine of
Baba Dalip Singh Manhas, 42 kms from Jammu is another
example of Hindus and Muslims worshipping together. It
is celebrated on both sides of the Kashmir international
border. The Border Security Force for India and its
counterpart the Chenab Rangers for Pakistan manage
the annual fair and facilitate the exchange of Shakkar and
Sharbat across the border.
In the south the Miran Sahib Tomb at the famous Nagore
Mosque near Nagapattinam is visited by thousands of
Hindu pilgrims who credit the saint with miraculous
powers. Similarly, at the Hindu temple of Palni near
Kerala border, thousands of Hindu pilgrims and as many
Muslim devotees offer thanks to the deity they call Palani
Andavar. The fact that the deity is of Lord Subramanyam
of the Hindu pantheon makes no difference.
Thousands more trek annually to the famous Ayyapan
Temple in the Sabari hills of Kerala, but never fail to
worship at the Vavuruswami Shrine of a Muslim saint en
route, and to this day it is the prerogative of its Muslim
custodians to guide Hindu pilgrims up the hill.
The Baba Budan Hills in Karnataka is another pilgrimage
centre - for Muslims who associate it with the pious saint
Peta and Hindus who associate it with Lord Dattarreya.
In North India there is the tomb of Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti that attracts more non-Muslim worshippers from
around the world than Muslims, and sandalwood paste
for the dargah is prepared by a Brahmin family who have
been the hereditary devotees of the dargah and shehnai
is played daily.
And at the world renowned Sai Baba Shrine at Shirdi in
Maharashtra, religion is of no import as the saint lived in
a dilapidated mosque in the village, uttering Allah Malik
as fervently as he sang bhajans, and village inhabitants
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celebrate Ramanavami and the Muslim fair on the same
date.
These shrines and tombs symbolize our composite
culture, and hopefully a resurgent secular future where
Babri Masjid like situations have no place in India’s
cultural heritage.
Ack: Dhananjaya Bhat, Kashmir Times, 10th April ‘11

Mining Tourism
Chief Executive of the charitable trust Earthstation, Anil
Bhalla launched a campaign for rediscovering the Hul
copper mines in Chamba district, Himachal Pradesh.
Notwithstanding the indifference of the autorities, it has
received worldwide support of archaeologists including
the Society for Industrial Archaeology (SIA), USA and
individuals from the British Women Association for
Archaeology and from Silicon Valley. The mines existed
during 1559-86 in the erstwhile princely state as per
references made in the Gazetteer. Bhalla believes these
heritage mines can be developed as an adventure tourism
circuit on the lines of The Great Orem Copper Mines and
others like it in Europe and USA.

Barb Brained
The barbed wire entwined around signboard poles,
installed in Billgirirangana Temple (BRT) Hills wildlife
sanctuary, is disastrous for its animal population which
are supposed to be ‘protected’ in a sanctuary! Elephants
especially are known to be intolerant of any unnatural
objects that cross their path. They tend to fling them
away, and in this case even their thick skin are likely to
get scratched and torn due to thorny barbed wires. Many
animals do not have sweat glands, and in the heat of
summer they scratch their itchy bodies against available
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surfaces. Surely visitors’ information can be distributed
through pamphlets instead of this short sighted method
of entwining wires around signposts!

Lighthouse Tourism
The Government has identified 13 lighthouses across
the Indian coast with a developed coastline as tourist
spots. The Directorate General of Lighthouses under
the Ministry of Shipping has awarded the preparation
of project report for each of the sites to IL&FS. They will
develop plans for lighthouses identified at several sites
in Kerala, Tamilnadu, Orissa and Gujarat along with
a business plan. The sites have been chosen for their
picturesque view of coast and sea, and their strategic
locations to sight ships. There will be museums at these
locations to highlight the history of maritime trade along
the Indian coast.

National Heritage Animal
The Elephant was declared as the national animal last
year. India has over 27,000 elephants, showing an increase
of 6000 over a six year period in elephant reserves. But
there has been large scale destruction of their habitat all
over the world leading to human-elephant conflicts. In
India too the Chilla-Motichur corridor in Uttarakhand has
become a conflict zone with the resettlement of Tehri
dam evacuees. The Similipal - Satkosia in Orissa, BuxaRipu in West Bengal, and mining projects in Central
India are major threats to elephant corridors. Only 65%
corridors are in protected areas; there is fragmentation in
most other parts of India. One of the recommendations
of the international Elephant Task Force is for India to take
the lead in global elephant conservation. It requires more
than pious intentions.
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